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Memorial Day 
Parade Sunday
South Amboy’s Annual Memorial Day 

Parade will be held this Sunday, May 25th.  
This year’s parade is a very special event, 
not only honoring the veterans who fought 
for our freedom, and in many cases gave the 
ultimate sacrifice, but also paying tribute to 
the South Amboy First Aid & Safety Squad 
as it celebrates its 75th Anniversary. It’s also 
a very big day for Grand Marshal Jim Ryan, 
who is celebrating his 50th year as a member 
of the SA First Aid & Safety Squad.

Show our servicemen and women both 
active and veterans, as well as the First Aid 
members how we really feel about them!  
It’s a great day for family and friends to 
spend some time and reflect on our wonder-
ful nation, and also a perfect way for the 
community to get together and celebrate 
at the FREE Community Barbeque, held 
at Station Square across from City Hall on 
Broadway, starting at 12:00 noon.  Come on 
out and enjoy hot dogs, burgers, watermelon 
and soda, as you listen to some great music 
entertainment.  At the Barbeque, winners for 
the “Yankee Doodle Doggie” contest will be 
announced, and the best-dressed “Patriotic 
Pooch” will win a 1st place prize of $100, 
and will be featured with a photo montage 
and doggie bio in a Broadway business 
window.  2nd place will receive $75, and 3rd 
place $50.   Winners of the Window Painting 
Contest will also be announced.  The Window 
Painting Contest was open to City youth who 
submitted sketches of a patriotic design or 
a design commemorating the City’s 100th 
Anniversary that they would like to replicate 
on a Broadway store window.

Help make this year’s parade and 
festivities the best ever!  March with your 
organization.  Bring your patriotic pooch 
(On a leash of course) or enjoy the Parade 
and Barbeque.  For more information on this 
event including marching and volunteering, 
call Erin at 732-525-5977 or e-mail: events@
southamboynj.gov.  Volunteers are still 
needed, so call or e-mail today.

The City Events Committee would 
like to thank the Luke A. Lovely Post 62 
American Legion for all of their help with 
this community event.

The South Amboy Events Committee 
has done an outstanding job with planning, 
and is always looking for volunteers to help 
plan year-round public events in the South 
Amboy community.  If you would like 
to get involved and become a part of this 
important committee, please contact Erin 
at the above mentioned number/e-mail for 
more information. 

Sayreville Inducts 5 Into Hall Of Fame
The Sayreville War Memorial High 

School Hall of Fame recently inducted 5 
new members at its annual banquet which 
was held at the VFW Hall on Jernee Mill 
Road.  The crowd of over 230 people was 
the most ever for this event.

The inductees included: Lori Albanese, 
Kevin Ciak, Homer Dill, Kenneth Kelly, 
and Eugene Harkins.  The committee also 

awarded scholarships to two high school 
seniors, who were chosen by the faculty 
and guidance department.  Former school 
principal and school superintendent, Marie 
Parnell was presented with a special award, 
as she did not graduate from the school, 
but made an outstanding contribution to 
the Borough of Sayreville’s school district.  
Congratulations to all!

Dr. Gail Milgram (c) placed the Memorial Wreath in front of the policemen’s statue “Officer 
Mourning,” during Police Memorial Day on May 15th.  Sgt. Glen Malkiewicz (l) and Sgt. 
Jamie Norek (r) assisted Dr. Milgram.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary (l) 
and his wife Kathy (r) enjoy dancing to the 
music of The Infernos at the City of South 
Amboy’s 100th Anniversary celebration at 
Grand Marquis in Old Bridge.  See other 
exclusive photos of the South Amboy 
Centennial Celebration on page 28. (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

2008 Inductees into the Sayreville War Memorial High School Hall of Fame.  From left to 
right: Kevin Ciak, Kenneth Kelly Sr., Lori Albanese, Homer Dill, Eugene Harkins.

Police Memorial Day-2008
The South Amboy Police Memorial Day 

Service, dedicated to all law enforcement 
officers, was held in front of City Hall on 
May 15.  There was a large turnout to pay 
tribute to our deceased police officers.

The service got underway with a greet-
ing by the Committee’s Ptl. Patricia Kanecke, 
and also a greeting by Ptl. Sean Bouchard.  
PBA Chaplain, Father Dennis Weezorak, 
Pastor of St. Mary Church gave the invoca-
tion.  PBA President Robert Point gave the 
address, and was followed by the Call to 
Attention by Ptl. Jacob Murray.

Ptl. Bouchard led the Pledge of Al-
legiance, and was followed by the Raising 
of the Flag which was done by Ptl. Thomas 
Szatkowski and Ptl. John Kelly.  Sgt. Francis 
Norek (Retired) sang a beautiful rendition 
of “The Star Spangled Banner,” and his 
son, Sgt. Jamie Norek read the Memorial 
Roll Call.  The United States Marine Corps 
League presented a Rifle Salute, and Sgt. 
Peter Skarzynski performed the Sounding 
of Taps.

Dr. Gail Milgram, a renowned author, 
and daughter of Chief John Gleason (1951-
65), and granddaughter of Chief Thomas 
Gleason (1923-1932) placed the Memo-
rial Wreath.  A Parade Rest was called by 
Ptl. Murray, which was followed by the 
Policeman’s Prayer/Address by Chief Ge-
rard Pizzillo (Retired).  Chief Steven Pavich 
(Retired) also addressed the crowd, and 
was followed by Mayor John T. O’Leary.  
Father Weezorak than held Benediction, 
and Ptl. Murray called the Unit Dismissal.  
Refreshments were served at 141 North 
Broadway.

South Amboy 
Celebrates 100 Years

The City of South Amboy held a gala 
Centennial Celebration on Friday, May 9th 
at the Grand Marquis in Old Bridge.  More 
than 250 people enjoyed a very special Fri-
day night out that featured a cocktail hour, 
dinner and dancing to the superb sounds of 
The Infernos, from 7-11 p.m.

South Amboy Business Administrator 
Camille Tooker did a fabulous job with the 
introductions, followed by the blessing by 
Father Dennis Weezorak, Pastor of St. Mary’s 
Church.  Mayor John T. O’Leary delivered 
the celebratory address, and Assemblyman 
John S. Wisniewski and Senator Joe Vitale 
presented the Mayor with a special proclama-
tion to commemorate South Amboy’s 100 
years as a City.  Third Ward Councilman 
and war hero, John F. “Jack” O’Connell, 
led the “Pledge of Allegiance” and also said 
a few words about our American soldiers 
fighting in Iraq.

On page 3 of the program, it said, “This 
evening is dedicated to the people of South 
Amboy, both past and present residents who 
gifted us with a rich history and enable us to 
look toward a future filled with promise.”

Police Win Awards
The 200 Club of Middlesex County 

presented Valor Awards to South Amboy 
Police Captain Darren LaVigne and Sgt. 
Brian McCabe for persuading a man from 
committing suicide on June 7, 2007.  Con-
gratulations!  

Memorial Service
On May 27th, 2008 the Sayreville Ladies 

Auxiliary #4699 on Jernee Mill Road will 
honor all their deceased members from the 
auxiliary at memorial services at 8PM and 
after the services new officers for the year 
2008-2009 will be installed..All ladies are 
invited to attend. Refreshments will be served 
after the program. For more info call Lucy 
@732-264-3041

Andy Baumgartner gets WWII medals after 
a 61-year wait.

See Stories on Page 13

Local Veterans 
Made A Difference

Photo by Tom Burkard
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Yankee Hero-Allie Clark is surrounded by South Amboy Youth League players for his 
autograph during Opening Day festivities.  See more exclusive photos on page 11.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.South Amboy’s Fire Chief in 1977?  

a.Phil English b.James Nemeth c.Larry 
McMahon

2.This Sayreville resident was a pro 
softball player with the New York Golden 
Apples in ‘80?  a.Rhonda Rompola b.Sue 
Klein c.Sherry Popowski 

3.The first Chinese buffet style, smor-
gasbord restaurant in the area was in the 
early 1990’s, and located in Morgan.  It 
was known as?  a.Mr. Lee’s b.Uncle Lai’s 
c.Woo Fun 

4.Coyle Street is located off of what 
major roadway in Sayreville?  a.Bordentown 
Ave. b.Washington Rd. c.Main St.

5.South Amboy’s Mayor in ‘77?  
a.William “Doc” O’Leary b.J.Thomas Cross 
c.Theodore Lewandowski

6.This electronics repair business was 
located at 103 N. Stevens Ave., South Am-
boy in ‘93?  a.Raritan VCR b.L & L c.SA 
TV Repairs

7.This business was located at 132 South 
Broadway, South Amboy in ‘91?  a.English’s 
Pub b.Tutty Tease c.Fatso Fogerty’s

8.Sayreville High’s valedictorian in the 
Class of ‘73?  a.Phyllis Konopka b.Daniel 
Karsay c.Katherine Jones

9.This popular business was located at 
Victory Circle in Sayreville in 1991?  a.Outer 
Limits b.Star Wars Plus c.Razz-Ma-Tazz

10.St. Mary’s Student Council Presi-
dent in ‘68?  a.James Coan b.Thomas Kelly 
c.Judith Leslie

Answers
1b 2c 3b 4b 5b 6a 7c 8a 9c 10b

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Congratulations Alex & Betty!
Alex and Betty Pawlowski of South 

Amboy will be celebrating their 60th Wed-
ding Anniversay and renewing their wed-
ding vows on June 1st at St. Mary Church.  
They have 5 children and 9 grandchildren.  
Congratulations to two very wonderful 
people!
Beshada, Palma Future Journalists

South Amboy residents, Brittany 
Biesiada and Rudy Palma Jr. are making 
quite a name for themselves as freshmen at 
Seton Hall University.  The two were talented 
writers for the Home News Tribune for 4 
years, and now have taken their outstanding 
abilities to another level, and have brilliantly 
contributed to the Seton Hall school news-
paper, where they are feature writers.  Keep 
up the great work Brittany and Rudy!
Two More Founders

Former South Amboy First Aid & Safety 
Squad historian Adam Kierst of Seattle tells 
us that there were 2 of the Squad’s founders 
not listed in our 2-page feature on the 75-year 
history last month.  The men were Vincent 
Higgins and James Horan.
In Memoriam

Helen Madura, 89, of South Amboy 
died on April 24.  She was Prefect of the 
Young Ladies Sodality of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary for 12 years at Sacred Heart Church.  
Augusta “Gussie” Stilo, 87, of South Amboy 
died on April 26.  She worked for 34 years 
at Charles Komar & Sons until retiring 
in ‘86.  She had a great sense of humor, 
and was one of the finest ladies you could 
meet.  Barbara Pursarczyk, 62, formerly of 
Sayreville died on May 7.  She was Past 
President of Sayreville Columbiettes of K of 
C #2061.  Cathleen Sedlak, 78, of Sayreville 
died on May 9.  She was secretary for the 
Sayreville Board of Education for 25 years 
until her retirement in 1986. Cathleen was 
the 1946 Valedictorian of Sayreville HS, 
and received an award for never missing a 
day of school during grammar through high 

school.  Glenn Sieber, 83, of South Amboy 
died on May 11.  He was a civil engineer 
for 33 years, and also an adjunct professor 
at Middlesex County College, teaching civil 
engineering for 5 years.  Marie Kuchta, 85, 
of Sayreville died on May 14.  She was the 
owner of Parlin Supply for 10 years.  May 
God bless them all.
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

The outstanding staff of Peter’s Fishery is (l-r) Christine Frazier, Mariola Szenborr, 
owner Jason Pylarinos, Christine Sturgis.  Peter’s Fishery is located at 921 Highway 
34, in nearby Matawan.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Peter’s Fishery

Owner and Chef Jason Pylarinos of 
Peter’s Fishery believes food is the last real 
art expression we all have. “Michel Angelo 
and the rest of the true artists did it all on 
canvas. Our plates are the canvases we like 
to make art on. Food is a common ground, 
a universal experience, and everything we 
do illustrates this belief.” 

If you wish you were on the coast of 
the Mediterranean, on leisure, then Peter’s 
Fishery is the place to come to get a taste 
of it. The fish and seafood have the taste 
as if it just jumped out of the water and 
onto your plate. “It’s rare to find marvel-
ous food, warm service, pure perfection 
in cuisine, and a welcoming atmosphere, 
all in one place.” 

Peter’s Fishery has been serving up 
the freshest fish there is around for over 
35 years. When you come in and imme-
diately feel the family atmosphere you 
know you’re about to get some good home 
cooking with a twist. The new bistro menu 
has dishes like “ The Fat Crab and Happy 
Lobster.” It’s the largest dish of seafood 
we’ve seen. They have tapped into a new 
clientele, who have eclectic taste buds, 
and still satisfying their patrons who have 
been coming for two, and some cases three 
generations, for that wholesome down 
home fried fish.

We asked patrons while we were in 
about how they felt, and what they had to 
say was not shocking, but made us want to 
make a reservation. “Chris Mazzella from 

Allentown NJ said he’s been coming in 
since he was in a car seat and said it’s 
funny that his daughter now runs over to 
the owner yelling for Uncle Jason, because 
he spoils all of them rotten. The foods what 
you always expect, perfect! We drive forty 
five minutes every Friday for the food. 
There is nothing around like it. 

The meals are very reasonable when 
you consider the gigantic size of the por-
tions. You can get a sandwich that’s filling 
or if you want to experience food ecstasy 
you can order a dinner that would make 
your local fish place hang their head in 
shame. In our opinion we can say that 
this is the only place you want to get 
seafood from.”

Peter’s Fishery isn’t just a restau-
rant. The Fishery still retains its name’s 
purpose. The fresh fish market is located 
in the take out department that was sur-
prisingly bustle ling with people buying 
fish for home. They even have prepared 
foods, that all you need to do is stick in 
the oven. I brought home some scallop 
kabobs that were marinated in teriyaki, 
cilantro and pineapple juice. They were 
reasonable and a great size.

The take out menu is even bigger 
than their 6 page restaurant menu. Miles 
away from plain broiled fish. They have 
so much that it is difficult to pick what 
you want. I think I’m going to be going 
to Peter’s Fishery for a long time to try to 
work my way through the menu.”

Memorial Day Long Ago

1942-5-year old Bobby Leslie of South Amboy proudly points to his father, Fred F. 
Leslie’s name on the Honor Roll sign which was located on the corner of Conover St. and 
Ridgeway Ave. in South Amboy.  The Honor Roll listed all the names of the residents of 
the Mechanicsville section, who were in the service during World War II.  (Photo courtesy 
of Bob and Agnes Leslie)

Awards Day-June 8th
The Middlesex County Emerald Soci-

ety, celebrating its 15th Anniversary along 
with the Pete Kenny Association will sponsor 
its Annual Awards Day on Sunday, June 8th 
at the Blue Moon, Broadway, South Amboy 
from 2:30-7 p.m.  A $30 donation includes 
food, music and fun!  The many locals re-
ceiving awards include:

Middlesex County Emerald Society-
Dennis M. Kelly, Thomas J. O’Leary, 

Congressman Frank Pallone, Lynn Ust, 
Casey R. Paluskiewicz, The Sebban Fam-
ily, Olivia Gorczynski, Chrissy Keir, Katey 
Charmello.

Pete Kenny Association-Robert L. 
Noble, Christine Noble, Tom Burkard, Joe 
Lewis, Sarah Balon, Lauren Zarantanello, 
Mike Burwell. 

For tickets or more info, contact Pete at 
732-921-1222 or Jay at 732-887-3295.  
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Yearbook-Hoffman 1968
By Tom Burkard

The Harold G. Hoffman High School 
Class of 1968 was a very dynamic group 
of individuals.  As a matter of fact, the 
yearbook’s theme was “The Individual.”  It 
was dedicated to the late and beloved John 
Zdanewicz, who was the Chemistry teacher, 
Athletic Director and varsity baseball coach 
for many years.

James Croddick was the school princi-
pal, and Eugene “Jimmy” Dobrzynski the 
Superintendent of Schools.  Other popular 
teachers were: Michael Olszak, Roslyn 
Gerken, Gloria Miskiewicz, George Ma-
honey, Frances Cialone, Karen Bishop, 
Lynn Search, Miriam Hollfelder, Angela 
Charmello.  Joanne Donnelly was the school 
nurse.

Bernadette Maliszewski was Senior 
Class President and Catherine McKeon 
Secretary.  Frances Pirk was Student Council 
President.  Judith Reick was Editor-In-Chief 
of the yearbook, and Patricia Vari held the 
same title of the school newspaper.

The year 1968, will be remembered 
for the assassinations of Senator Robert 
Kennedy and Martin Luther King, and also 
prominent in the news were Tiny Tim, Nehru 
suits, Black Power gloves at the Olympics, 
and Elvis Presley got married.  The new top 
TV show was “Laugh In,” giving the lan-
guage “Sock it to me,” and “Here comes da 
judge.”  Top movies were: “The Graduate,”  
“The Odd Couple,” “Rosemary’s Baby,” and 
“2001: A Space Odyssey.”

I’ve gotten to know several of the grads 
through the years including Margaret Batissa, 
Sandra Boudinot, Linda Clayton, Robert 
Kubinak, Cliff Connors, Ralph Miodusze-
wski, Mary Quirk, Steve Shackleton, Joseph 
Tanski, Sharron Hutson, Shirley Zakrzewski, 
Joseph Tanchyk, Robert Rittenhouse, Bur-
ton Savage, and Linda Lounsbury.  Do you 
remember any of these nicknames?  Peggy, 
Bunny, Penny, Jocko, Lily, Farmer, Elsie, 
Kuby, Honce, Flip, Woodsie, Frankie, Rit, 
Duchess, Pepino.  Did you happen to go to 
one of the Can-Can dances?  Do you remem-
ber participating in Viet Nam week?

In sports, who could forget the many 
talented athletes, who never let their suc-
cess go to their heads.  They were great 
guys and down to earth, and I can attest to 
that, because I was their teammate on vari-
ous teams through the years, ranging from 
Youth Leagues to Men’s City League sports 
teams.  The terrific Guv athletes from the 
Class of ‘68 were Curt Wood, Hoffman’s 
first 1,000 point scorer, and also 1st Team 
All-County in basketball as well as All-State 
in baseball, Bob Keegan a superb all-around 
athlete, and big Greg Havlusch, a basketball 
player supreme.  Other senior standouts for 
the John Street institution were Ernie Read, 
Leo Dohan, Alex Jakimowicz, Tom Lange, 
Russ Thomsen, Tony Saccone, Ron Dennen, 
Mark Felice, and Donna Carter, who was the 
only senior on girls’ varsity hoops.

Remember that cold winter night that 
seemed even colder after St. Mary’s upset the 
Guvs, 80-65 in the Msgr. Sullivan Holiday 
Basketball Tournament?  We had pizza at the 
old Hillcrest Inn afterwards.  Were you there 
too?  Hoffman was (5-0) entering the game, 
but fell to an inspired Eagles squad, despite 
Wood’s 20 points, and 18 from Keegan.

While the ‘68 grads were busy with 
practice for diploma day, the top 3 songs 
in the U.S. were Mrs. Robinson by Simon 
& Garfunkel; The Good, The Bad, and The 
Ugly by Hugh Montenegro; Beautiful Morn-
ing by The Rascals.  For the 52 graduates, 
Pomp ‘N’ Circumstance must have been one 
memorable affair.  The Class of ‘68 truly 
was an exceptional group of “individuals.”  
“A time it was, and what a time.  A time of 
happiness, a time of innocence.”    

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love 

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy 
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak 
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The 
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle 
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of 
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of 
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your 
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  This 
novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our Father, 
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.
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P.B.A. Tee-Shirts
South Amboy P.B.A. Local #63 is of-

fering P.B.A. “Support” tee-shirts during the 
month of May for a reduced price of $15.  
Speak to any P.B.A. Local #63 member if you 
are interested in showing your support.

5K Run, Healthwalk
Frog Hollow Swim and Tennis Club will 

host its 31st Annual 5K Run and Healthwalk 
on Sat., June 28th.  There will be tee shirts, 
prizes, a Kids Fun Run and post-race picnic.  
Proceeds will again benefit the City of South 
Amboy’s Fire and First Aid Departments.  
The generous support and sponsorship of this 
event by local businesses and organizations 
has in recent years raised more than $15,000 
for the City’s emergency departments.  

Race entry forms are available at www.
froghollowswim.com or sign up 7 a.m. on 
race day.

Sayreville Band 
Fundraiser

The Sayreville WMHS Band Parent 
Association will be holding its spring can-
ning at the intersections of Washington 
Rd. & Ernston Rd., and Washington Rd. & 
Jernee Mill Rd. on June 6-7, from 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m.  Please help out in any way you can.  
Volunteers can contact Dawn at 732-234-
3932 or dawniere@optonline.net.  Proceeds 
go to funding the marching unit throughout 
its season.

Annual English Tea
The Annual English Tea will be held 

on June 1st from 2-5 p.m. at Golden Rule 
Christian Center at Trinity United Methodist 
Church, 815 Bordentown Ave., South Am-
boy.  There will be a musical accompaniment, 
and limited seating.  For reservations call 
Nancy Berry 732-727-1935 or Kitty Bowers 
732-727-9243.

Local Wildlife-Seven baby rabbits came to visit a lawn recently in the Mechanicsville 
section of South Amboy.  The mother ran before the photo was snapped.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

Summer Book Sale
The Friends of the Sayreville Public 

Library will hold a book sale on Sunday, 
June 22, 2008, from 1:30PM – 3:30PM 
in the conference room of the Sayreville 
Library. A bag of books can be purchased 
for $5.00. Bags will be furnished by the 
Friends’ group. 

The Friends will be accepting book 
donations for the anticipated sale starting on 
May 27th. All types of  books are welcomed 
if they were published from 2000 on. 

No magazines, condensed books, text-
books or encyclopedias will be accepted for 
donation. Books can be dropped off at the 
Friends’ mailbox.

Additional information is available by 
calling (732) 727-1566. 

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and 
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly 
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me 
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand 
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have 
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this 
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be 
granted to you.  Thank you.  -M.M..

Members of OLV Student Government plant 
flowers on school grounds during a prayer 
service for Earth Day in April.
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Pope Benedict XVI rides in the Popemobile at Yankee Stadium during the final day of his 
American visit.

Locals Cheer Pope
Photo and Feature Story By Steve Schmid

Yankee Stadium New York is considered 
the cathedral of baseball, but on Sunday, 
April 20, this famous venue was transformed 
into a beautiful outdoor church, the site of a 
special Mass celebrated by Pope Benedict 
XVI.  

The Pope wrapped up his final day of his 
American tour in Washington, DC and New 
York.  Home plate at Yankee Stadium was 
covered by the Papal colors of purple and 
gold.  Second base was where the outdoor 
stage was for this occasion.  The outfield 
walls were covered in purple and gold ban-
ners which covered stadium advertising.  It 
was an honor and a privilege for me to be at 
this historic occasion, the third and final time 
a Pope celebrated Mass at Yankee Stadium 
which will be replaced next year by a new 
ballpark across the street.  The air of antici-
pation of the Pope’s arrival started with the 
Concert of Hope that included Harry Conick 
Jr., Jose Feliciano, Stephanie Mills, and the 
Harlem Gospel Choir.  The crowd was in a 
festive mood standing and cheering when 
a door in the left field wall opened and let 
the Popemobile in.  Everybody stood and 
cheered and waved their purple and gold 
bandanas to greet Pope Benedict.  The Pope 
waved to the crowd of 57,000 people and 
delivered a homily praising the United States 
and the American people for their freedom, 
liberty, and opportunity.  

He offered a message of hope for the 
future.  Wayne McCormack, a parishioner at 

Our Lady of Victories Church in Sayreville, 
and State Treasurer with the New Jersey 
Council of the Knights of Columbus said, “It 
was a joyous experience and the Pope was 
very eloquent.”  Kathy Kultys, a parishioner 
of St. Stan’s Church in Sayreville said, “The 
pomp and circumstances were fantastic in 
the words that he said.”  Bob Merski, also of 
St. Stan’s added, “The dozens of dove kites 
after the concert added an element of splendor 
and was an exciting presentation.  At 3:55 
p.m., when the Pope started his Liturgy Euc-
charist, the sun broke through the clouds.”  
Dorothy Scupp, a Sacred Heart Church of 
South Amboy parishioner said, “It was a 
wonderful day and it was a privilege to be 
in the presence of such a great man and see 
the wonderful turnout of Catholics.”  Rose 
Slonksnes, also of Sacred Heart Parish said, 
“The spirit was alive in that place Section 
31.  It seemed like it was close to heaven.”  
Carrie Ann DeLucia from St. Mary’s Parish, 
South Amboy said she couldn’t describe the 
experience.  It was so good, she was speech-
less.  Charlie Zammit also goes to St. Mary’s 
Church, and said he was so glad he was able 
to go since everything went well.

It was amazing to receive Holy Com-
munion in Yankee Stadium, as a priest was 
utilized in each section of the ballpark.  The 
process went smoothly and Holy Commu-
nion was completed for 57,000 people in 
only 25 minutes! 

Novena To Saint 
Anthony

You are invited to St. Mary Church, for 
a 3-day Novena of Grace to Saint Anthony of 
Padua, “The Saint of Miracles.”  The Novena, 
which will begin with a solemn procession, 
will take place at 7 p.m. on June 10, 11, 12.  
Along with the Novena, everyone is encour-
aged to attend the Monday evening Mass 
at 7 p.m. on June 9, and the Communion 
Service at 8 a.m. on June 13, the feast day 
of St. Anthony of Padua, as well as daily 
8 a.m. Mass during the week, and receive 
Communion.  For more information call 
Kathryn at 732-721-2164. 

Downs Named To 
Board

Thomas E. Downs V, of South Amboy 
has been selected to be a member of the Home 
News Tribune Community Editorial Board.  
He is a meteorologist and director of forensic 
meteorology at Expert Weather Investiga-
tions in New York.  Congratulations!

New York Mets Trip
Our Lady of Victories Alumni Associa-

tion of Sayreville is sponsoring a trip to see 
the New York Mets vs. the Los Angeles 
Dodgers on Sat., May 31 at 4 p.m.   The 
cost of the trip is $50, which includes the 
ticket, bus transportation, sandwiches, soda, 
and water.  The bus will leave OLV Church 
parking lot, Main St. at 1:30 p.m.  For tickets 
or more info, call Joe at 732-257-4351.

Concert At 
Sayreville

The Richard Reiter Swing Band will 
perform in concert at the Senior Center, 
Main St., Sayreville on Thurs. June 5th at 
7:30 p.m.  Admission is FREE, with light 
refreshments.  The event is sponsored by 
the Cultural Arts Center of the Borough 
of Sayreville.  All ages are welcome.  Any 
questions call 732-257-6510.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and 
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly 
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me 
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand 
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have 
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this 
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be 
granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love 

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy 
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak 
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The 
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle 
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of 
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears 
of the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in 
your arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  
This novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our 
Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love 

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy 
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak 
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The 
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle 
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of 
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of 
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your 
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  This 
novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our Father, 
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.
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Parlin’s Dave Dill has been selected as 
Commander of American Legion Luke A. 
Lovely Post 62 South Amboy.  Congratulations 
and best of luck!  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Gator At The Golf 
Course

By Ron Kukulski
SA Times Florida Correspondent

It was one of those “Wish you were 
there to share the experience with us!” mo-
ments.  My wife, Connie, and I were playing 
the 9th hole of the Wannamaker Course at 
PGA Golf Club in Port St. Lucie, Florida 
on April 24.

We’re fortunate in that we live across 
the street from the Wannamaker, and see 
the 6th green every time we walk out our 
front door.  On this particular day, there 
was no one playing directly in front of us 
or behind us.  As I was about to hit my tee 
shot, Connie yelled out, “Ron, stop!  Look 
in the fairway!”  About 150 yards down the 
middle of the fairway was a 7-foot alligator.  
We both paused for a few moments to watch 
the gator push up, walk about 15 feet, then 
crouch back down.  I finally hit my drive.  
Connie hit her drive and we hopped into the 
cart to get a somewhat closer look.

The gator had come from the lake 
situated between the 9th tees of Ryder and 
Wannamaker Courses.  It is alligator mat-
ing season, and a gator that size has to be 
respected, so we kept at least 50 yards of 
distance from it at all times.  It was awe-
inspiring to watch the gator continue its 
movement down the fairway with us.  We 
were amazed by the size of his tail and his 
strong, thick rear legs.  

As we finished playing the hole, we 
looked back and watched as the gator made 
his way across the cart path we had just trav-
eled down.  No rangers in sight, no players 
behind us.  We needed witnesses.  We caught 
the attention of 8 guys in the cart area at the 
turn.  They had just finished their rounds and 
were enjoying a conversation.  They joined 
us in amazement watching as the gator made 
its way to the lake on the right of the 9th 
green on the Wannamaker Course, and slid 
into the lake.

We feel fortunate that we were able 
to witness-without any unfortunate occur-
rences-and appreciate nature in the wonder-
ful environment of golf!

Once A Golf Course
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.1974

This was once a golf course
Now fairways full of weeds
The greens lie like lawns forgotten
On this land that no one needs
The old oaks and elms now rotten
The sand traps blown away
And gullies gut the once green landscape
A vision of yesterday
Even the dusted tees stand bare
Of the white balls and their shooters
And where are the shooters?
The only things that look the same
Are the blue sky and the birds
I won’t ever play her fame
But I’ll regard her here with words.

SENIOR TRIP TO 
WILDWOOD

The OLV Seniors are planning a five 
day/four night, bus trip to Wildwood, New 
Jersey from September 22-26, 2008. The cost 
of the trip is $399.00 per person. It includes 
accommodations in a Wildwood hotel with 
4 full breakfasts and 4 dinners. Side trips 
included with the package are: AC Casino, 
Whale watching boat ride, visit to historic 
Cape May. For further information or to 
request a brochure call Jack or Ann at 

(732) 254-7263.

The Young Dead 
Soldiers Do Not 
Speak

Nevertheless they are heard in the still 
houses; who has not heard them?

They have a silence that speaks for them 
at night and when the clock counts.

They say, We were young. We have 
died. Remember us.

They say, We have done what we could, 
but until it is finished, it is not done.

They say, Our deaths are not ours.  They 
are yours. They will mean what you make 
of them.

They say, Whether our lives and our 
deaths were for peace and a new hope, or 
for nothing, we cannot say.  It is you who 
must say this.

They say, We leave you our deaths. Give 
them their meaning. Give them an end to the 
war and a true peace. Give them a victory 
that ends the war and a peace afterwards. 
Give them their meaning.

We were young, they say.  We have 
died. Remember us.

St. Joseph Fair
St. Joseph Parish, Keyport will hold its 

Annual Fair from Wed., May 28-Sun. June 
1.  The Fair hours are Wed. & Thurs. 6-11 
p.m.; Fri. 6-11:30 p.m.; Sat. 4-11:30 p.m; 
Sun. 4-10:30 p.m.

The Fair will feature live entertainment 
every night including Beth Ann Clayton, 
Dixie/Big Bands, Happy Tones Band, Dance 
and Karate schools, Fireworks Display-Fri. 
5/30, Bracelet Nights-Thurs. 5/29 and Sun. 
6/1, nightly 50-50 drawings, a Super 50-50 
Drawing, rides, games, money wheel, a 
GREAT selection of food, and much, much 
more.

St. Joseph Parish is located on Maple 
Place in nearby Keyport, just off Route 35 
South.  For Pre-fair bracelet discounts or 
more info, call 732-264-2114 or 732-264-
0322.

Scholarship Car 
Wash

The South Amboy Middle/High School 
Student Council will hold its annual SCHOL-
ARSHIP CAR WASH on Saturday, June 
7th, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (weather 
permitting) in the Board of Education parking 
lot at 240 John St. across from the old Hoff-
man High School.  Cost for cars is $5.00 and 
pickups/minivans  are $7.00.  All proceeds 
benefit senior scholarships

OLV SENIOR TRIP 
TO ATLANTIC CITY

The OLV Seniors are planning a trip 
to Atlantic City and the Renault Winery on 
Sunday, July 13, 2008. The cost is $45.00 
per person. The price includes lunch and 
wine tasting at Renault Winery and a $20 
cash voucher to Showboat Casino. The bus 
will depart from OLV lower church parking 
lot at 9:00AM and return approximately at 
9:00PM. Due to the nature of this trip, there 
will be no refunds or cancellations. For 
information or to book the trip call Jack at 
(732) 254-7263.

OLV SENIORS 
ATLANTIC CITY 
TRIP

The OLV Senior group is planning a 
trip to Atlantic City on Wednesday, August 
13, 2008 to Tropicana Casino. The price 
of $25.00 includes the bus, a show entitled 
“Dancing Queen” and $10 cash. The bus 
departs from OLV lower parking lot at 11AM 
and returns approximately at 9PM. Please 
contact Jack at (732) 254-7263. 
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Memories Of The Raritan Diner-Part 1
By Dorothy Dill

I have a story and very fond memories 
of the Raritan Diner, because I worked there 
from 1960-62.  My mother-in-law, Sue Dill 
went to school with the owner at the time, Ed 
Munn, so she got me a job as a cashier.

I just loved working there!  It was so 
friendly and the smells were like being in 
your mother’s kitchen.  All the meals, cakes 
and pies were made from scratch.  I used 
to help peel the potatoes in the kitchen for 
“real” mashed potatoes, not from a box like 
they do today.  I watched them put turkeys 
and hams in the old ovens.

The diner was always busy, filled with 
friendly people and everyone was like fam-
ily.  Every meal was so good!   The cooks 
were so generous with their portions and if 
a person didn’t have enough money to pay 
for their meal, the staff would say, “don’t 
worry about it,” and let them eat anyway.  
You could smell the good food all over South 
Amboy, and when you opened the sliding 
wood door, you would be in heaven!

I remember the restroom was outside 
on the side of the diner, and even when it 
was cold, you didn’t care, because when 
you came back in, you were warmed by all 
the good smells!

The Raritan Diner was owned by Mr. 
Ed Munn when I worked there.  He was a 
great boss!  The décor was so beautiful!  If 
you’re a person like me and love antiques, 
you would wonder why the diner was sitting 

on a dirt lot rotting away.  It had wooden ice 
boxes, wooden ceilings, marble counters, 
beautiful coffee urns that made the best coffee 
ever, white school lights hanging low, and a 
jukebox on one end.

After I had to quit, because I couldn’t 
get a babysitter in my day, and there was no 
day care, my mother-in-law took over and 
worked there for year, and then Agnes Moore 
took over after her.  In 1979, my sister-in-
law married Gene Marczak, who owned the 
diner at the time, and he added a side room, 
and they had their wedding reception in that 
room, and my son Frankie, husband LeRoy 
and daughter Debbielee performed.  We had 
a great time!

In 1969, we were going on a vacation 
with very little money, so my mother-in-law 
had them cook up a ham.  We put it in a small 
cooler, and it’s a good thing we had it, because 
we broke down for 4 hours on the Turnpike, 
so we ate the ham.  It was so good!

In 1984, Woody Allen filmed a few 
scenes from his movie “The Purple Rose Of 
Cairo” at the diner.  Mia Farrow was one of 
the films’ stars.

When they took the diner away, I was 
heartbroken.  Some people can’t see the 
forest through the trees, meaning if they 
left it alone, it would be good for the city 
as a landmark for tourists to visit, and spend 
money downtown.  I will always miss the 
Raritan Diner!

Students from Mrs. Venner’s 3rd grade class at the Fountain Woods School, Burlington Twp, 
show their “Cards-for-Soldiers”  which will be sent to our brave men and women serving 
overseas by the Parlin DuPont Credit in cooperation with the NJ Credit Union League and 
Adopt-a-Soldier Platoon, Inc. Back row l to r - Parlin DuPont Credit Union CEO, Christina 
Olender and Fountain Woods Principal, John Johnson.

“Cards-for-Soldiers” 
The Parlin DuPont Employees Federal 

Credit Union is teaming up with local el-
ementary schools to provide “Cards-for-Sol-
diers”.  Over 3000 students from the Truman, 
Eisenhower, Samsel UES and Our Lady of 
Victories schools in Sayreville, Sacred Heart 
School in South Amboy and Fountain Woods 
School in Burlington Township are creating 
greeting cards, which will be sent to our brave 
men and women who are currently serving 
our country overseas. The credit union has 
partnered with The New Jersey Credit Union 
League and the Adopt-a-Soldier Platoon, 
Inc in “Operation New Jersey Homefront”.  
Since 2003 the Adopt-a-Soldier Platoon, Inc 
has been providing care cartons and engag-

ing in other special projects in support of 
our American troops.  The Credit Union has 
collection bins at its office for anyone who 
wishes to drop off items for care cartons.  
The Parlin DuPont Credit Union located 
at 774 Washington Road in Parlin, is a full 
service credit union which has been serving 
the employees of the DuPont plant in Parlin 
since 1937. In the past several years, the 
credit union has expanded to include the 
employees of Exel, Sayreville Education 
Association and the Borough of Sayreville.  
For a list of care carton items, or for more 
information go to www.parlindupontefcu.
com or www.adoptasoldierplatoon.org.
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Local Veterans Made A Difference
By Tom Burkard

The South Amboy/Sayreville area is blessed to have so many fine veterans who served and defended the United States during the wars, and in peace time.  The following article 
is taken from interviews I conducted with three fine patriotic gentlemen; current South Amboy Councilman John “Jack” O’Connell, and Andy Baumgartner. of South Amboy, and 
former Sayreville Councilman Ed Rappleyea. 

Ed Rappleyea                 Photo by Tom Burkard

Rappleyea Fought For 
Deceased Veterans

Ed Rappleyea has worn many impor-
tant hats in his lifetime.  He fought in the 
Korean War from 1951-53 with the U.S. 
Army, was a patrolman with the Borough of 
Sayreville Police Dept. from 1955-1985, and 
also served as a Borough Councilman from 
1992-93.  In addition, he was Commander 
of the Sayreville American Legion Post 211 
from 1988-1993, and during his tenure the 
membership grew from 121 in 1988, to 560 
in 1992 (2nd largest in Middlesex County 
out of 26), and the Post swept 5 membership 
awards at the Middlesex County American 
Legion Convention, becoming the first post 
in county history to sweep the awards.

For many years, Middlesex County of-
ficials have purchased cloth flags to decorate 
veterans’ graves for Memorial Day.  Veterans 
groups, in turn would hold ceremonial flag 
burnings, after Memorial Day, adhering to 
a U.S. code requirement, stating that flags 
should be destroyed “in a dignified way, pref-
erably by burning.”  In 1991, Commander 

continued on page 26

John O’Connell

John O’Connell: A True Patriot

South Amboy’s Third Ward Councilman 
John “Jack” O’Connell comes from a family 
with strong military roots.  He has definitely 
followed the patriotic path of serving his 
country as his great grandfather, grandfather 
and father did so proudly with the Navy.  In 
addition, all of his uncles served in the mili-
tary, and his Uncle Bob Hackett graduated 
from West Point.  Jack still remembers his 
father’s great Navy stories that he listened 
to as a youngster.  He said, “To me in my 
family, it was a right of passage to join the 
military.  It was something you just knew 
were going to do.”

A South Amboy native, O’Connell 
certainly did follow in the family tradition, 
rising to amazing heights, not only as an avia-
tor who flew 30 missions during Operation 
Desert Storm, but also in rank, to Lieutenant 
Colonel in the Air Force.   A Top Gun gradu-

ate, he is also a former Navy aviator.
In January 1988, O’Connell graduated 

from Aviation Officer Candidate School in 
Pensacola, Florida as an Ensign in the U.S. 
Navy.  He then had extensive training with 
different aircraft, and really enjoyed learn-
ing to fly his favorite plane, the F-14.  After 
completing 15 months in the Flight School, 
he joined Fighter Squadron Thirty Three, 
The Starfighters in June 1990.  Prior to be-
ing sent to Iraq, he had to get used to flying 
over a desert, so the pilots were trained in 
the desert in Nevada.

The U.S. thought Saddam Hussein 
would back down, but on Jan. 14-15, 1991, 
O’Connell and his fellow aviators, who were 
now at the Red Sea, were summoned for 
an all officers meeting.  “Our skipper says, 
‘We just got the execute order, and we start 
at 0500 tomorrow morning.’  He looked to 
the left and right, and said, ‘When this is all 
over, maybe 1 or 2 of us may be missing, so 
keep it real, realize what you’re doing.  Go 
back and get some sleep.’  I didn’t sleep for 
3 days.  I was running on pure adrenaline,” 
said O’Connell.

Jack was there for the beginning of the 
war, and his first taste of battle was on a night 
mission.  “The surface to air threat is more 
powerful than the air-to-air.  To see these 
things whizzing by you is pretty crazy,” he 
stated.  He and his partner were the youngest 
crew and least experienced to participate in 
the first night missions over Iraq.

O’Connell left active duty in ‘93, and 
joined the Naval Reserve.  He worked 
full time while going to law school in the 
evenings, while still participating with the 
Reserves on the weekends.  The pace was too 

continued on page 19Andy Baumgartner        Photo by Tom Burkard 

Local Man Gets WW II 
Medals-
After 61 Year Wait

Andy Baumgartner and his 4 brothers 
wanted to do their part for the U.S.A. during 
World War II and enlist in the Navy.  Three 
of the boys were accepted into the Navy, and 
another one by the Air Force, but Andy, who 
desperately wanted to fight for his country, 
was turned down because of a punctured 
eardrum, an injury which happened during 
his childhood.  He was determined to serve, 
and tried all branches of the military, but still 
could not get accepted.  He even tried the 
Seabees, and passed a test for machinist, and 
was rated qualified for 2nd class, but failed 
the physical.

In 1943, a cousin helped him get into 
the Merchant Marines, and Andy said, “I 
was glad to serve my country.”  He left his 
full-time job as a machinist/diamond cutter 
at Moser Jewels in Perth Amboy to enter 
the service.  The employer made him sign a 
contract that he would be returning to the job 
as soon as his military hitch was over.

Andy’s first assignment was aboard the 
Edmund B. Alexander, a troop ship.  “We 
took 3,000 troops to Liverpool, England, 
and it took 11 days over and 11 days back,” 

continued on page 18
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School Sports (As of May 15) By Tom Burkard
Softball

Cardinal McCarrick (14-4) Jessica 
Hartland continues to lead the Blue & Gold, 
and has 14 victories.  Jen Shereyka, Rebecca 
Beshada, Rebecca Bowsky, and Jamie Wil-
liams have come through with big hits.

South Amboy (9-7) Mary O’Connor 
and Nicole Murphy have hit well recently, 
and Casey Jukus is the ace pitcher with 8 
wins.

 Sayreville (7-12) Alexa Baldasare is 
the top pitcher with 7 wins, and has also 
belted the ball well.  Other heavy hitters are 
Colleen Leschinski, Kelsey Mazur, Whitney 
Zrebiec, Jacquie Ciak, Amanda Winant, and 
Leann Cerbone.
Baseball

Sayreville (11-9) Joe Bongiorno, Mike 
Greco, Glenn Cannon, Nick Ruszala, Jake 
Campbell, Mike McLafferty, Brandon 
Cuomo, Kevin O’Connor have really 
hammered the ball recently.  Campbell, 
Bongiorno and Robert Stewart have been 
tough on the hill.

South Amboy (8-6) Slugger Steve 
Poltritzky is power personified, and Kyle 

Ravaioli is smashing the ball.  Craig War-
zecha is the ace of the staff, and is bolstered 
by Dustin DeVoe.

Cardinal McCarrick (7-10) Rob Geant, 
Brian Anderson, Ben Mendoza, Mike Al-
fano, Moses Gomez lead the hitting attack.  
John Raddich, frosh Ryan Smith and Matt 
Wiater lead the moundsmen.
Boys Tennis

Sayreville (20-1) Possibly the greatest 
team in Bombers history.  The club features 
super singles players, Andrew Musyoka, and 
Tanay Patel, and standout doubles teams 
of Patrick Khaeel-Vaibhav Verma, and Jay 
Patel-Amar Karki. 

South Amboy (4-8) Top players recently 
have been Kevin Kotsak, Dan O’Connor, 
Colin Krzyzanowski, Luke O’Connor, 
Donatas Zvirblis, Kyle Septor, and Rusty 
Shamborovsky.
Girls Track

Sayreville (7-1) This talented team has 
so many standouts including Chantel King, 
Sarah Barnes, Ariana Riego Dedios, Jolise 
Aponte, Danielle Hoyte, Kayla Hubela, 
Casia Copeland.

Cardinal McCarrick (1-4) Top perform-
ers are Sidney Ransom, Alexa Burgess, Anna 
Kemble, Marcel Boyd, Joanna Purmos, 
Jessica Norville, Lorena Murphy, Christina 
Cafols.
Boys Track

Sayreville (1-2-1) Recent winners 
include Elijawan Fain, Ryan Reed, Sean 
Mosser, Ken Piscitelli, Clyne, Monaghan.

Cardinal McCarrick (0-4)  Top tracksters 
are Brenton Widgeon, Eric Morris, Kenneth 
Brevard.
Golf

Sayreville (6-11) Top golfers in recent 
competition have been Andrew Siarkiewicz, 
Joe Beselinoff, Woody McCarthy, Peter 
Siarkiewicz and Bryan Adamcik.

Cardinal McCarrick (1-10) Sam How-
arth has been the #1 golfer all season, and is 
followed by Brian Hentz, and Bill Woods.

GMCT Results
Softball (1st Round)
Sayreville 3 Middlesex 2-Jacquie Ciak’s 

single in the bottom of the 11th won it.  Win-
ning pitcher Alexa Baldasare struck out 8.  
Colleen Leschinski drilled an RBI single.

Cardinal McCarrick 1 Spotswood 0-
Winning hurler, Jessica Hartland fired a 
2-hitter and fanned 6.  She also drove in 
the only run with a sac fly.  It was the Lady 
Eagles first GMCT win in 5 years under 
Coach Rich Geisheimer.

South Brunswick 17 South Amboy 0.

Eagles Win Mayor’s 
Trophy

Cardinal McCarrick avenged an earlier 
loss to crosstown rival South Amboy, and 
easily defeated the Guvs, 10-0 in 6 innings 
to win the Mayor’s Trophy.  Winning pitcher 
John Raddich was outstanding, allowing only 
1 hit, while striking out 9.

The Eagles jumped out to a 3-0 lead 
in the first inning, notching 2 on a Mike 
Alfano home run blast to dead center field.  
He also drove in 2 more runs with a 6th 
inning double.  Rob Geant contributed an 
RBI single and double.  Brian Anderson had 
2 hits and an RBI, Carlos Napoles drove in 
2 runs, Moses Gomes got 2 hits, and Joe 
D’Arsi added a two-bagger for the Blue & 
Gold.  Soph righthander, Craig Warzecha 
took the loss.

Locals Star At 
College

(As of May 6)
South Amboy’s Joe Bartlinski and 

Sayreville’s Brandon Aich were major 
factors in Kean University’s successful 
baseball season.  The club currently stands 
34-9 overall, and won the NJAC with a 14-
4 record.  Bartlinski, a sophomore starting 
pitcher and All-NJAC selection, is currently 
7-2, with a sparkling 2.21 ERA.  In 69.1 
innings pitched, he has 72 strikeouts, 4 
complete games, 1 shutout.    Joe leads all 
Kean starters in innings pitched, wins, ERA, 
strikeouts, complete games.  Bartlinski was 
selected NJAC/NJCBA Pitcher of the Week 
twice for his stellar efforts.   Aich, a junior 
relief specialist from Sayreville, was picked 
as the NJAC “Fireman of the Year,” and is 
one of the top relievers in the country.  He is 
2nd in the NJAC in ERA 1.62, while winning 
6 games, and saving 3.  In 33.1 innings, he 
has fanned 37.  

Sayreville’s Jeff Toth continued his 
outstanding collegiate career at The College 
of New Jersey.  The super shortstop helped 
the club to an overall 28-10 mark, and 12-6 
NJAC record.  He had the 2nd highest bat-
ting average on the club with a .364 clip, 
and finished #1 in slugging percentage .594, 
walks 28, hit-by-pitch 10, sac flies 7, and 
stolen bases 15 out of 18.  Jeff was 2nd in 
runs 41, tied for 2nd in doubles 9, and home 
runs 6.  He also was #3 with 52 hits.  Toth 
added 37 RBI in 37 games.

Middlesex County College featured 4 
local talents on its baseball roster.  Pitcher 
Bernard “B.J.” Mackiel a Cardinal McCar-
rick graduate pitched in 15 games, striking 
out 21 in 39 innings, with a 5.53 ERA.  He 
was #3 in wins, sporting a 5-2 record, and 
helped the Colts finish an overall 27-9.  
Others seeing limited action on the hill 
were South Amboy grad, Joe Tarallo, 4 in-
nings, 9.00 ERA, and a 1-0 record; Former 
CM Eagle, Shane Connors, 2 innings, 0.00 
ERA, 0-1; Former Sayreville Bomber star Ed 
Goldmann, 1 inning, 0.00 ERA, 0-0.

Connors and Goldmann provided lots 
of punch at the plate.  Shane hammered the 
ball for a .343 avg., with 37 hits, 5 doubles, 
and 20 RBI, while Ed batted .297 with 30 
hits, 8 doubles, and 25 RBI.

Mallory Kirchner, a Cardinal McCar-
rick grad turned in an excellent season in 
helping her Georgian Court University team 
to a 39-14 overall record, and 22-2 CACC 
mark.  The junior second sacker started all 53 
games, and batted .341, third on the squad.  
Mallory’s 56 hits were #2, and she topped 
Georgian Court with 6 triples.  The talented 
junior also belted 3 homers, had 31 RBI, and 
a .410 on-base pct.  For her efforts, she was 
a 2nd Team All-CACC selection.

Former Sayreville softball superstar, 
Jessica Nicola turned in another fine sea-
son for Monmouth University.  The team 
overall had an off-year, but Jess, only a soph 
excelled.  She finished 2nd in batting with a 
super .389 avg., scored 21 runs, ripped 49 
hits, 6 doubles, 3 triples and 4 home runs.  
She tied for #1 in RBI with 27, and was 2nd 
in total bases with 73.

Sayreville’s Jamie Wojcik turned in a 6-8 
record on the mound for Middlesex County 
College, with a 5.31 ERA.  In 87 innings, she 
struck out 21.  At the plate, she had 12 hits, 
a double, and an RBI in 30 games.

Priscilla Senyah and Meghan Miller of 
Sayreville, starred for The College of New 
Jersey Women’s Track team.  As half of the 
4 x 100 relay team, they led their squad to a 
1st place finish in the Asics Classic at Emory 
University in Georgia. 

Sayreville’s Greg Kuczynski of Rowan 
finished 15th in the 1,500 meter race at the 
Collegiate Championships at DeSales, PA.  
He was clocked in at 4.24.53.   

Sayreville Sweeps 
McCarrick

The Sayreville baseball and softball 
teams both triumphed over Cardinal Mc-
Carrick.

The Bombers started off the baseball 
game with 10 runs in the top of the first, 
but CM battled back with 6 in the bottom 
of the inning, but could not catch up with 
the power-hitting Blue & Gray, and fell 
16-6.  Mike Greco led the winners with a 
stellar slugging performance, as he blasted 
2 home runs and drove in 6.  Nick Ruszala 
and Glenn Cannon also unloaded HR’s for 
Sayreville.  James Demild added a single and 
double, while Ben Mendoza ripped a 3-run 
double for the Eagles.  Robert Stewart was 
the winning pitcher.

Sayreville also copped the softball 
contest, 5-3 in a game where no earned 
runs were scored.  Winning pitcher Alexa 
Baldasare tossed a 2-hitter and struck out 7.  
Kelsey Mazur had an RBI single.

Berardi Homers In 
Final At Bat

Tom Berardi’s final high school at bat 
seemed to be taken from a movie script.  
Coming up to bat for the last time in the top 
of the 12th inning, he blasted a 3-run homer, 
as Sayreville topped North Brunswick, 5-1.  
Berardi, who pitched in his first 3 seasons, 
became the team’s DH this year because of 
torn labrum.  He decided to end his season 
early, and have surgery now, so this will give 
him enough time to rehab for ‘09, when he 
hopes to pitch for Kean University’s cham-
pionship baseball club.  Way to go, Tom!

Ravaioli Stars
South Amboy slugger Kyle Ravaioli had 

an awesome 4-for-4 game, with 2 doubles 
and 7 RBI, to lead the Guvs to a 20-8 romp 
over University Academy Charter.

Wanko Slugs
South Amboy’s Matt Wanko, has been 

establishing quite a name for himself, while 
starring as the catcher of the East Brunswick 
Tech baseball club.  In a recent 17-7 loss to 
Cardinal McCarrick, he ripped 2 hits and 
knocked in a run.

Musyoka Falls In 
Final

Sayreville’s tennis superstar, Andrew 
Musyoka lost the GMCT first singles 
championship match to Amit Singh of East 
Brunswick, 6-4, 6-3.

In second singles consolation play, the 
Bombers Tanay Patel defeated Nick Rescinti 
of Old Bridge 7-6 (7-2) 4-6, 6-4.
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Music Tales 
By Henny The DJ

South Amboy has always been a music 
place; I don’t think there has ever been a 
period of time when there hasn’t been some 
sort of weekly musical entertainment in the 
bars in our town or in one of the highway 
nightclubs that encircle us. I mean, Bruce 
himself appeared in the old Playpen back 
in the ‘70’s, and maybe you didn’t know 
it, but John Travolta, who was in a dinner 
theater production of Grease, and the devil 
incarnate, Howard Stern, who made regu-
lar appearances there in his early days on 
WNBC, both performed at Cozy Joes on 
Route 35 in Morgan, which seems to me 
more South Amboy than Sayreville. Sorry, 
Sayreville.

But the halcyon days of bar entertain-
ment were back in the mid-sixties when 
almost every single member of the Glory 
Days Roster of Rock and Roll Superstars 
made an appearance in our Pleasant Little 
City. Check out to this litany of Stars: The 
Coasters-Charley Brown, The Drifters- 
Under the Boardwalk, Smokey Robinson 
- The Tracks of my Tears, Chuck Berry- 
Johnny B. Goode, Ben E. King- Stand By 
Me, Chubby Checker- The Twist, Joey Dee 
and the Starlighters- The Peppermint Twist, 
Bobby Lewis- Tossin’ and Turnin’, The Isley 
Brothers- Shout!, Del Shannon- Runaway, 
Chuck Jackson- Any Day Know, Mitch 
Ryder and the Detroit Wheels- Devil wit the 
Blue Dress On, The Five Satins- In the Still 
of the Night, Ruby and the Romantics- Our 
Day Will Come, The Dovells- The Bristol 
Stomp, Dionne Warwick- Walk On By, Patti 
Labelle and the Bluebells- I Sold My Heat 
to the Junkman, The Marvalettes- Please Mr 
Postman, Mary Wells- My Guy. How’s that 
for a list, huh? And that’s only the names I 
remember off the top of my head: I know I’ve 
left out many more than I remembered.

Although the always fun Thunderbird 
and the equally enjoyable Mel’s Lounge 
dabbled a bit in bringing name entertainment 
to their respective night clubs, thee premier 
club in the whole state for presenting these 

nationally known acts was the wonderful Art 
Stock’s Colonel Coopers. What a place! For 
one thing in addition to being the premier 
entertainment venue in the state, it was also 
a “townie bar”. You could go there on any 
night of the week and be sure you were 
going to run in to neighbors, classmates, 
team mates, and friends from town. I was 
always old home week at Colonel Coopers. 
And, astonishingly, these famous bands were 
presented on Tuesdays and Thursdays, off 
nights in the bar business, at the admission 
price of one thin dollar!

Those of you who don’t understand the 
importance of Rock Music as Art, or the  
value of the experience of the neighborhood 
bar as therapy are probably scratching their 
heads right now at my lingering excitement 
at having been to all of these shows. But if 
you know what it is to give your self over 
to the magic of a master performance, allow 
me to take you back to some of the more 
memorable of these nights as I remember 
them. Starting with the night  I saw a man 
walk out on to the stage at Colonel Coopers 
on a cold, wet, stormy, Thursday night to a 
chorus of derision, boos, catcalls, taunts, 
and insults from as hostile a crowd that can 
ever be imagined.  The night I saw this same 
performer take this same angry crowd and 
by the end of the night have every one of 
them clapping and laughing and jumping 
and cheering and singing and dancing all at 
the same time.

 And this performers name was 
Little Richard!

NEXT TIME: “…..PEEPIN’ AND 
A-HIDIN’ DUCKIN’ BACK IN THE AL-
LEY

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.
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The Local Sports Memory Machine

Glory Days In 
Local Sports

T.H.E. 
Game

By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

he said.  The next ship ironically also went 
to Liverpool.  

It was an exciting time for the young 
Baumgartner, as he got to travel around the 
world on 6 different ships from 1943-1947, 
and also travel on the Panama Canal, Suez 
Canal, Red Sea, and went past the Equa-
tor.  The Merchant Marine was a perfect fit 
for him, and he said, “I loved to be on the 
water.  I also enjoyed visiting all of the dif-
ferent countries and seeing how they lived.  
It was very interesting.  Each one was very 
different.”  Some of the countries he visited 
were Aruba, China, France, India, Poland, 
Japan, England, Russia, Germany, Philip-
pine Island.  “You weren’t allowed to talk 
to people in foreign countries at the time”, 
Baumgartner said.  His favorite country 
abroad was Germany “Because of the 
beautiful souvenirs I bought there,” he said.  
Two items that he remembered purchasing 
in Germany were a pair of binoculars, that 
the captain of his ship loved so much bought 
them from Andy for $500, and that was a 
lot of money back then!  Baumgartner also 
bought a Hawaiian guitar and sold it to a 
shipmate for $300.  Most of the money he 
made in the Merchant Marines along with 
these extras was sent home to his parents 
in Perth Amboy who were very poor. Andy 
said that, “America is definitely the greatest 
country in the world.  You cannot beat it.”

He started out as a waiter in the steward 
department, and was a wiper in the engine 
room on another ship.  He always wanted to 
be in the engine room, and took a test and 
became a fireman/water tender, a job he held 
on 3 different ships.  “I really enjoyed that 
job,” he stated.  He became so familiar with 
the operations of a ship that when the 3rd 
engineer failed to board the vessel when it 

Local Man Gets WW II Medals-
continued from page 13

very surprised to get these ribbons.  When 
they arrived, I cried.”  They were tears of 
joy from a very proud man, who truly loved 
serving his country during World War II, and 
waited 61 years, for the ribbons and medals 
that finally arrived.

Baumgartner Notebook:  He is most 
proud of a letter he received signed from 
President Harry Truman after his discharge 
in ‘47, congratulating him for his dedicated 
service, with the Merchant Marines, espe-
cially for their dangerous missions in helping 
the U.S. win the war. 

1968-It’s hard to believe, but 40 years have passed since this highly-talented South Amboy 
baseball team won the Carlton League Title.  Bottom row (l-r) Assistant Coach John Lange 
Sr., Dennis Nardone, Batboy Danny Lewis Jr., Coach Dan Lewis Sr., Tom “Moose” Ruszala, 
Assistant Coach, Walt “Sonny” Kozak.  2nd row (l-r) Jack Bloodgood, Joe Smith, Bruce 
“Bucky” Buckiewicz.  3rd row (l-r) Tom Downs, Tony  Ruszala, Dale Kurowsky, Joe “Jesko” 
Jaskowiak, John “Styx” Clark.  4th row (l-r) Bernie Mackiel, Ken Blaha, Ernie Read, Fred 
Henry.  Top row (l-r) George Krzyzanowski, Larry Kurzawa, Don Szatkowski.  (Photo 
courtesy of Gary Lange) 

1948-St. Mary’s, behind a 
strong performance from winning 
pitcher Jerry Connors, pounded 
Perth Amboy St. Mary’s, 9-3. 
1959-Sayreville blasted Perth 

Amboy, 9-0 in baseball, as lefty 
Jim Hockenjos won his first 
start by firing a 3-hitter while 

fanning 7.  Lenny Popowski stroked 2 hits.  
1960-St. Mary’s topped St. Rose, 5-2, be-
hind Walter Lange’s 3-hitter.  Jim Heffernan 
ripped 2 singles and a 2-run double, Charlie 
Schachel and Bob Graber added 2 hits apiece. 
1972-Sayreville’s Steve Makwinski fired a 
no-hitter to lead the Bombers to a 5-0 vic-
tory over New Brunswick in a 1st round CJ 
Group IV contest.  Mike Kosmoski and Joe 
Choma both had RBI singles.  1985-Hoff-
man nipped JFK, 5-4, as Dave Gumprecht 
notched his first varsity win.  Steve Chrza-
szcz hit a sacrifice fly for the game-winner.  
Roger Kuhn went a perfect 3-for-3, and Bill 
Moskal stroked an RBI single.  1995-In a 
battle of unbeaten softball teams, Hoffman 
nipped St. Peter’s 6-5.  Winning pitcher 
Jamie Keeter fired a 4-hitter and struck out 
13.  Karen McNerny belted a 2-run single.  
2003-Keryn Rosenberger hurled a 5-inning 
no-hitter as South Amboy plastered Piscat-
away Tech, 12-1.  Kelly Jarosz smashed an 
RBI double. 

Year-1980
Sport-Baseball
Teams-Hoffman (0-0) vs. St. Mary’s 

(0-0), Opening Day, also Game 1 of the 
City Series.

Recap-Eagles flame-throwing left-
hander, John Inman not only fired a masterful 
4-hitter, but also singled in the winning run, 
as the Blue & Gold nipped the Guvs, 4-3.

MVP-John Inman

Diamond Dust
1976

South Amboy Girls Junior League-
Yanks 13 Mets 7.  Lisa Barclay had a big 
game, going 3-for-4 with 4 RBI and 2 home 
runs.

Laurel Park Little League-Yanks 7 
Indians 5.  Winning pitcher Brian Bottomly 
struck out 16, and Wayne Lockman belted 
a homer.

Morgan Little League-Lions 2 Cranford 
Health Center 0.  Jack Gallagher fired a no-
hitter and whiffed 10.
1974 

South Amboy Midget League-Mets 5 
Orioles 0.  Jay Letts stroked 2 hits for the 
winners.

South Amboy Little Fellas League-Kof 
C 7 First Aid 2.  Winning pitcher Pat DeJoy 
struck out 15, and got 3 hits.

South Amboy Girls Softball League-A’s 
5 Twins 3.  Winning pitcher Pat Lownes 
fanned 13.

55 Years Ago
1953-Sayreville’s ace pitcher, Joe Rudy 

fired a brilliant no-hitter, to lead the Bombers 
to a 7-0 defeat over Jamesburg.

40th Anniversary
1968-Sayreville’s first-ever Field 

Hockey team finished with a fine (5-1-2) 
record under Coach Marcia Westaby.  If any 
players have a special memory of this club, 
please e-mail us at satimes@aol.com.

60 Years Ago
1948-St. Mary’s blasted Woodbridge, 

12-3 in the County Tournament quarterfinals.  
John O’Brien had 3 hits including a 2-run 
homer, and his brother Eddie drilled three 
hits to lead the victors.

Flashback
1949-Hoffman Governors’ John Kova-

leski captured the County Scholastic Foul 
Shooting Contest, which was held at Sayre-
ville High, by hitting 42 of 45 shots.  He made 
his first attempt, missed 3, then hit the final 
41 in a row to win the championship.

Tough Year

Local Photographer 
Wins  Awards 

Local photographer Noelle Zaleski was 
recently named “Rookie of the Year” by print 
competition judges during the Professional 
Photographer’s Association of New Jersery 
Annual State Convention this April. 

At the Awards Banquet on April 28th 
Ms. Zaleski received honors in various 
categories including two Court of Honor, 
two Judges’ Choice,  and one Distinctive 
Kodak Gallery award as well as a “320” 
pin and the resulting “Rookie” title reflect-
ing the highest score of a first-time entrant. 
Special attention was given to her image of a 
homeless man entitled “Anguished Solitude” 
which received the second highest score of 
all entrants.

To view her award-winning images and 
learn more about Photography by Noelle 
visit her website at www.noellepics.com or 
call 732-826-3332.

1976-The Hoffman Lady Governors, 
in their first season of varsity softball, had a 
few rough games and lost by some lopsided 
scores to Dunellen 42-18, Green Brook 
36-1, and Montgomery 32-11.  Apparently 
there was no 10-rule, or “mercy rule” as it is 
known by today.  Can you imagine how long 
those games took to complete?  Although 

no final record is available at present, we’re 
certain the Purple & Gold won at least 3 
games in ‘76.

A few of the star players randomly se-
lected were pitchers Barbara Neumann, and 
Karen Kubinak, also star slugger, Carol Kup-
cha, Donna Medieros and Sandra Nagy.  

was leaving port, and never came back, the 
captain asked Andy to take over for him.  
“They knew I could handle the job.  I handled 
the controls, getting orders from officers on 
top to stop-go-stop-go for a long time, as we 
were bringing it into a dock in Russia.”  It 
wasn’t an easy task for the first-time engineer, 
as he had to steer the ship between 2 other 
ships that were tied up.

Baumgartner was on 6 different ships 
during his tour of duty including the Edmund 
B. Alexander, S.S. Stony Point, Brand Whit-
lock, S.S. Bear Paw, S.S. Thomas T. King, 
and S.S. Eleazar Lord.

Andy had a couple of close calls with 
the enemy, and  recalled being in a convoy 
as Japanese fighter planes flew overhead and 
dropped bombs.  “They were too high up 
and couldn’t hit our convoy.  They couldn’t 
get close.  Two of our planes from one of 
our battleships took off and shot 2 Japanese 
planes down.  We were in a War Zone, and 
our carrier was in the middle of the convoy, 
which usually had 25 ships, so we were 
protected,” he stated.

Another time, he was on deck and saw 
what he thought was a “Porpoise going by.  
Our spotter on board said it was a torpedo.  
It passed us, just missing, and blew up our 
other ship.  It was a close call,” according 
to Andy.

The Merchant Marines main responsi-
bilities included delivering material, goods, 
food, and guns to different countries where 
troops were fighting.  Occasionally, they 
would  transport troops to different parts of 
the world.   Andy recalled one time “The 
whole cargo ship we were on was transport-
ing a load of beer!”  He was also caught in a 
typhoon on another occasion.  “It was very 
scary.  I didn’t think I was going to make 

it.  There was so much wind you couldn’t 
walk, and 35-feet high waves, plus the ship 
was loaded too.”

While in India, he was bitten by a mos-
quito, and got Dungey Fever.  He was deathly 
sick for 3 nights and 3 days, and said, “They 
sent an Ensign from the Navy to care for me.  
The fever is almost like Malaria.”

Andy Baumgartner, who has resided 
in South Amboy since 1948, retired after 
41 years of working for Moser Jewel Co. 
in Perth Amboy, where he served as one 
of the top machinist/diamond cutters in the 
state.  At 86 years old, he fondly remembers 
his favorite hobbies of fishing, crabbing, 
gardening and bowling.  He now is a huge 
New York Mets baseball fan, and also an 
avid rooter for the Super Bowl Champion 
New York Giants football club. 

He would always tell great stories at 
family gatherings during the holidays, and 
last year mentioned to his son-in-law that 
he never received the ribbons and medals 
he earned while in the military.  The son-
in-law was inspired to take it upon himself 
to see if he could make this warrior’s dream 
come true.  He made about 20 phone calls, 
after searching online, and finally tracked 
down Patricia Thomas, who is in charge 
of the Medals & Decorations Dept. at the 
U.S. Maritime Administration Building 
in Washington, DC.  She determined that 
Andy was entitled to 6 ribbons/medals for 
his service, and he received 4 (Shown in the 
photo), with 2 more on back order.  The 4 
medals he received are for Pacific War Zone; 
World War II; Mediterranean/Middle East 
War Zone; Atlantic War Zone.  The 2 that 
are on the way are Merchant Marine, and 
End of World War II.  He said that “I was 

Gardening Contest
The City of South Amboy will hold its 

1st Annual Gardening Contest.  How does 
your garden grow?  Let everyone know just 
how beautiful your garden is by entering.  
There will be 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place prizes 
awarded in the following categories: Front 
Yard Gardens; Back Yard Gardens; Terrace 
Gardens.  

Applications are available at City Hall, 
the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library, or may be 
downloaded from the City website: www.
southamboynj.gov.  The application and a 
colored 4 x 6 picture of your garden must 
be submitted by July 1st to: South Amboy 
Garden Club, c/o Events Committee, 140 
North Broadway, South Amboy, NJ 08879.  
Good luck!
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John O’Connell
continued from page 13

hectic, and he hung up the uniform after about 
10 years of service, and went on to graduate 
from Seton Hall’s Law School.  He went on 
to work for a couple of different law firms, 
and during the time of the 9/11 attacks, he 
said, “I felt helpless.  If I was in uniform, 
I’d be doing something to participate in the 
war on terror.  9/11 definitely inspired me to 
go back into the military.”  He tried to get 
back into the Navy, but faced a “paperwork 
nightmare.”  He ran into Clark Martin, a man 
he had known when he worked as Chief of 
Staff for Dick Codey.  Martin happened to 
be a 2-Star Major General Commander of 
the Air National Guard, and asked O’Connell 
if he would switch from the Navy to the Air 
Force.  Jack agreed, but later was told it 
would be too tough to get him a flight billet, 
because he had been out of the cockpit for 
almost 10 years.  Martin asked O’Connell if 
he would come aboard as a Judge Advocate 
Officer (JAG) with the Air National Guard, 
and he gave his approval, but it took a year 
for the paperwork.  O’Connell was sworn 
in as Judge Advocate in May 2003.

Around the beginning of 2004, the 
NJ Army National Guard was up for their 
rotation 1-year deployment at Guantanamo.  
One of the Judge Advocates could not de-
ploy, so Jack was asked to go and he did.  
He had worked jointly with the Air Force 
and Marines, but never the Army.  He was 
now detached as Judge Advocate to the 
50th Brigade of 42nd Infantry Division, 
where he spent one year.  At Guantanamo, 
he became Primary Operational Law Ad-
visor to the commander, and also ran the 
base legal camp at Camp America, where 
the detention facility is located.  “One year 
in the Army prepared me for what I had 
planned to do-future deployment in Iraq, 
which is an Army environment in Baghdad,” 
O’Connell said.

O’Connell participated in all major 
branches of the military at one time or 
another, including the Navy, Marines, Air 
Force, and Army.  He has had two tours in 

Iraq, in the first Gulf War, Desert Storm, and 
also the current one, Iraqi Freedom, as well 
as Guantanamo, which is known as Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom.

When asked what difficulties our sol-
diers face in Iraq, he responded, “Reserves 
and National Guards have different problems 
than regular soldiers. Reserves/Guards usu-
ally attend 1 weekend a month and 2 weeks 
a year.  They may be making a good salary 
income on their regular jobs, have a home, 
family, kids, then go away for 12-18 months.  
When they return to active military service, 
they may experience a significant reduction 
in pay, although some companies are good 
about trying to make up the difference.  A 
lot of soldiers may be business owners.  
What happens when they leave?  It’s very 
difficult.  

The morale in all soldiers was very 
good.  Once you’re there, you realize what 
the mission is really all about, and that it’s 
worth the sacrifice.  For me, seeing the 
Iraqi people experiencing freedom for the 
first time, and really looking to us to help 
move them along.  For the most part, they 
like Americans, but of course, the extrem-
ists want Americans out.  It’s very hard for 
people to comprehend a democracy when 
you’ve never had it before.”  O’Connell was 
in Iraq when the first democratic elections 
were held.  “I have a souvenir at home that 
is an official ballot for the first Iraqi elec-
tion,” he said.  He continued, “Slowly, but 
surely, the Iraqi government is moving in 
the right direction.” 

Jack held the title of Strategic Planner 
and Legal Adviser during his stint in Iraq.  
His team was responsible for Strategy, Plans 
& Assessments.  “It was an incredible experi-
ence to be working at that level.  To come 
from Guantanamo where we had 2 general 
officers and 6 full colonels, to an environment 
where we had 20 general officers and 80 plus 
colonels.  To be able to sit down and brief 

continued on page 20
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WWW.?

Hopefully this will be easier than last month’s 
photo was to identify.  Hint:  It is the highest 
structure at its location. Extra credit:  What 
does it say on the structure?  Send your 
answers to; satimes@aol.com.  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard

Winners
 There were six winners in last month’s 

contest.  Correctly identifying the structure, 
which was the Sayreville Water Tower, lo-
cated on top of the hill at Bordentown Ave., 
were: Marian Mills, Bob Allen, Agnes Leslie, 
Jim Bourke, Ed Bolk, Mary Ann Mataran-
golo.  Incorrect guesses included the water 
tower on Raritan Street, The Dutch Boy tank 
in Melrose, and the water tower on Pulawski 
Ave. in Sayreville.  Congratulations to the 
winners on job very well done!

Dear Publisher,
Please find enclosed my $20 check for 

1-year renewal of my subscription.  I truly 
enjoy receiving The SA Times each month, 
and read the entire newspaper upon arrival.  
Thanks for doing such a fine job and taking 
me back “home” each month!

Sincerely,
Joyce Fell (Bright)
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Dear Tom,
“Keep the good news coming!”
Bob & Carol Lytkowski
(Formerly of Sayreville)
Virginia

Hi Tom,
Just finished reading The SA Times 

and enjoyed it very much.  The coverage on 
community events was excellent with great 
picture spreads.  It was interesting to read 
about the 100th Anniversary of South Amboy 
and about St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  The large 
columns about Lee Steiner and the history of 
the South Amboy First Aid & Safety Squad.  
I read the paper several times with the aid of 
an electronic viewer to enlarge the pictures 
back to their original size.  

In summary, the newspaper was a job 
well done by you and the SA Times staff!

Adam Kierst
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Seattle, Washington

The Raritan Diner 
(After Midnight)

By Capt. James Tedesco, Ret
South Amboy Police Dept.

As a (ahem, young) police officer with 
the South Amboy Police Dept., I and part-
ner Anthony Tarallo or Leroy Kurtz would 
occasionally park across from the Raritan 
Diner around the times the taverns closed 
and show our presence.  Many townsfolk and 
some from surrounding communities would 
stop in for a bite before retiring.  One early 
morning, a passing motorist struck a dog as 
it crossed the street near the diner, however, 
it was not fatal, and we were required to 
destroy it, so it would not suffer.  The rou-
tine, at that time, was to secure a cardboard 
box, pick up the dog by the tail, place him 
in the box, then the trunk of the police car 
and take it to the City Dumps located on 
lower Broadway near Abe Korbs.  We would 
leave the box in the weeds near the gate to 
the dumps.  The next morning our Street 
Dept. (before outside contractors were used) 
would pick up the box and bury it inside the 
dumps.  So, after depositing the remains in 
front of the gate, we went about patrolling 
the city.  A short time later, we passed the 
diner again, and there was the same dog-ly-
ing in the street in the same place in front of 
the diner.  My partner and I scratched our 
heads and assured ourselves the shot from 
inches away had to be fatal!  We got out of 
the patrol car and at a closer investigation 
determined it certainly was the same dog 
and-positively dead.  Then glancing towards 
the diner, we noticed several young locals 
peering out the window in apparent glee.  
Realizing what happened and entering the 
diner to investigate would have been futile.  
Securing another receptacle placed it and the 
contents in a secure place and left a note to 
the Superintendent of Public Works office 
as to the secret location the next morning.  
Privately, we too chuckled over the incident 
afterwards.

The recent Bellos/Jim Cola bike run for Sayreville BIC raised $7000!!
Great Job!

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love 

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy 
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak 
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The 
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle 
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of 
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of 
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your 
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  This 
novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our Father, 
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.

a 4-Star General and an U.S. Ambassador, 
who is commanding a major operation like 
this is an incredible experience.

O’Connell is currently a U.S. Air Force 
officer.  He said that General Petraeus re-
quested his return to Baghdad for the second 
time.  “It was pretty easy the second time 
around, having just left the same job less than 
a year earlier.  There really was no “ramp up” 
time required.  I knew what had to be done,” 
Jack said.  He has received numerous awards 
and ribbons, with one of the most prestigious 
being the Bronze Star Medal.

His greatest memory of the military is 
“The whole experience in Iraq, watching a 
fledgling democracy develop.”  He said he 
always felt bad for the Iraqi people, especially 
when a suicide bomber would attack an Iraqi 
Army and Iraqi Police recruiting station, and 
kill 25-30 men.  “I’d lay in bed and think 
about their families at night.  The next day, 
another 25-30 guys were in the same line to 
join the Iraqi Army and Police.  They really 

John O’Connell
continued from page 19

have sacrificed.”
John “Jack” O’Connell said that, “The 

best part of being in the military is know-
ing that you’re making a difference.  I feel 
everything I’ve done, especially in the two 
go rounds has been productive.” 

There is no doubt about it.  You certainly 
have made a difference, and your community 
is very proud and thankful for all of your ef-
forts.  Our hats go off to you Jack, for being 
a true, All-American hero!

The O’Connell Notebook: *Upon 
graduating from Seton Hall University, he 
worked for Senator Bill Bradley in Wash-
ington, DC.  *He was a Chief of Staff for 
Senator Richard Codey, who was later 
acting governor.  *He is employed as in-
house counsel to the NJ Turnpike Authority.   
*John serves as Third Ward Councilman in 
South Amboy.  *His grandmother Nellie 
O’Connell was the school nurse at Sacred 
Heart.  *Jack is a graduate of Sacred Heart 
School, and CBA.



South Amboy-Sayreville Times May �4, �008   �1

1963 State Champions

The legendary St. Mary’s Eagles baseball State Champs included sitting (l-r) John “Jay” 
Derent, Vince Wisniewski, Tom Trenta, Jim Carney, Larry Gleason, Pete Check, Ray 
Selover, Rich “Ish” Ambroziak.  Standing (l-r) Rev. George Brembos, Moderator; Tom Vona, 
Art O’Donnell Jr., Gerry Freeman, Jack Kreiger, Joe Pohl, Joe Martin, John Dennen, Jim 
Brady, Dave “Dee” Kelly, Coach Bill “Smokey” Ryan.  Missing from photo is Assistant Coach 
Art O’Donnell Sr. and John Norek.

Eagles Captured Parochial B State 
Baseball Championship
45 Years Ago:  St. Mary’s Won Crown

By Tom Burkard 

Thousands of local high school athletes 
have come and gone, with probably 99% 
never playing on a state championship team.  
The 1963 St. Mary’s Eagles club was one 
of the most talented and unforgettable in the 
school’s history, as it marched to the South 
Jersey Parochial B state championship.

Legendary Coach Bill “Smokey” Ryan’s 
team had been on the verge of greatness in 
1961 and 1962, but fell short both years, los-
ing to Trenton Catholic in the ‘61 Parochial 
A final.  Area newspapers affectionately 
called St. Mary’s, “The Ryan Nine,” and 
the ‘63 Eagles would not be denied in their 
bid for glory.

The N.J.S.I.A.A. reassigned the Saints 
to the smaller Parochial B group, and the 
Blue & Gold quickly proved that once again, 
they were a force to be reckoned with, and 
bona fide contenders for a state crown.  In 
their first tourney test, they upset defending 
champion, Holy Spirit of Atlantic City, 6-4 
behind the strong pitching of Joe Pohl and 
Jim Carney, plus the solid hitting of Pohl and 
George Stramback.  Pohl drilled a single and 
double, while Stramback unloaded a 3-run 
homer.  Carney hurled 2 perfect innings in 
relief to preserve Pohl’s 6th victory of the 
season, and send the Eagles to the champi-
onship game.

May 30, 1963, was the big day for the 
South Saints, as locals prepared for the Me-
morial Day Weekend, with the annual parade, 
and family picnics taking place throughout 
“The Pleasant Little City.”  The title show-
down took place at the Peddie School Field 
in Hightstown, between the Eagles (13-5), 
and Gloucester Catholic (13-2).

St. Mary’s starting lineup was: Ray 
Selover 2b Tom Vona 3b Art O’Donnell Jr. c 
Joe Pohl p George Stramback cf Jack Kreiger 
1b Jay Derent lf Vince Wisniewski ss 

Gerry Freeman rf.  The ready reserves 
were: Rich “Ish” Ambroziak, Dave “Dee” 
Kelly, John Dennen, Jim Brady, John Norek, 
Tom Trenta, Larry Gleason, Jim Carney, 
Joe Martin, Pete Check.  Art O’Donnell 
Sr. was Ryan’s ace assistant coach, Pat 
Casey, manager, and Bob “Red” Windrem, 
scorekeeper.

The game was a real thriller, one of the 
most exciting in Parochial School tourna-
ment history, as the Eagles scored first in 
the opening inning, when Vona walloped a 
triple to right field, and scored on a single 
to left by O’Donnell.  Stramback blasted a 
line-drive two-base hit to left center, scoring 
O’Donnell to make it 2-0, SM.  Stramback 
later hammered another double, stole third, 
and scored on a wild pitch to up the lead to 3-0 
after 4 innings.  Gloucester Catholic battled 
back to tie the game 3-3 in the bottom of the 
7th to send the game into extras.

After a scoreless 8th inning, Derent led 
off the 9th with a base hit, and advanced to 
second on a wild pitch.  Wisniewski singled, 
moving Derent to third.  Freeman then came 
to bat, and delivered the biggest hit in his 

career, driving in Derent to give the Eagles 
a 4-3 lead.  Selover knocked in Wisniewski 
with a sac fly to right, with Freeman moving 
to second.  Freeman then stole third, and 
scored on a wild pitch, for the final run, as 
St. Mary’s captured the elusive Parochial B 
State Championship, 6-3.

Eagles’ ace, Joe Pohl, was the winning 
pitcher, allowing only 5 hits while fanning 
11 and walking 8.  The offensive standouts 
were Stramback with 2 doubles, Vona, who 
belted a single and triple, and Freeman, who 
drilled 2 singles, including the game-win-
ning RBI.

Joe Pohl finished the year with a brilliant 
7-1 pitching mark, and also could hit with the 
best of them.  He won the Middlesex County 
batting title in ‘62 with a .469 average, and 
hit a lofty .388 for his 4 years on varsity.  
Clutch-hitting center fielder, George Stram-
back stung the ball for an impressive .412 in 
‘63.  Superb first sacker, Jack Kreiger hit a 
fine .345, while committing only 3 errors in 
20 games.  Talented third baseman, Tom Vona 
batted .310.  As a soph, he hit .315, and as a 
junior .327.  Solid left fielder, Jay Derent bat-
ted .292, and started the championship rally 
with a single.  Ray Selover, the second base-
man/leadoff hitter ignited the offense, and 
hit .270.  Smooth-fielding, junior shortstop, 
Vince Wisniewski had many key hits while 
batting .250.  The next year, he would win 
the Middlesex County batting title.  Gerry 
Freeman, the flawless fielding right fielder 
batted .267, and singled in the biggest run 
in St. Mary’s baseball history.

The champions were honored with a 
victory parade through the City of South Am-
boy, banquets from the Rotary Club, Lions 
Club, and Athletic Association.  Players and 
coaches received jackets, transistor radios, 
watches, tie clasps, cufflinks, and luggage 
in appreciation for bringing St. Mary’s its 
first title in many years.

In a 1983 interview, the late and beloved 
Coach Bill “Smokey” Ryan told me that, 
“They all hustled and gave everything they 
had.  I was very proud of them.  They had 
a big parade and road on the fire truck.  I 
always felt Joe Pohl would go far.  He was 
a great ballplayer.  The 1963 team was one 
of the best ever at St. Mary’s.”

Note: Two of the Eagles’ players, Jack 
Kreiger and Joe Pohl are in the St. Mary’s 
Athletic Hall of Fame, and Jay Derent, who 
was recently selected, will be inducted this 
October.
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Saint Stan’s 
Carnival

Saint Stan’s Annual Carnival will be 
held at the Parish Grounds on Main St. and 
MacArthur Ave., Sayreville on Wed., June 
18 from 6-11 p.m.; Thurs., June 19 from 6-11 
p.m.; Fri., June 20-food tent opens at 5 p.m., 
and the Carnival is from 6 p.m. to midnight; 
Sat. June 21 from 6-11 p.m.

The Carnival will feature at least 14 
rides for kiddies through adults.  Pre-Sale 
Tickets and Super 50/50 raffle tickets will 
be sold prior to the Carnival at the follow-
ing locations: Sat. 5/31, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at Foodtown of South Amboy; Sat. 6/7, 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Sayreville Seafood & Deli; 
Sun. 6/8, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Sayreville 
Seafood & Deli; Sat. 6/14, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at Sayreville Seafood & Deli.  

You may also purchase prior to Bingo at 
St. Stan’s Auditorium 6-7:30 p.m. on Tues-
days 6/3, 6/10, 6/17;  Also prior to Bingo at 
St. Stan’s Auditorium 12-1:30 p.m. Sundays 
6/1, 6/8, 6/15;  Camillo’s Restaurant, 31 
MacArthur Ave., Sayreville (During nor-
mal business hours); Parish Office (During 
normal business hours)

There will also be Games of Chance 
with fabulous PRIZES for all ages, a Las 
Vegas MONEY WHEEL for adults, nightly 
and SUPER 50/50 drawings.

A special raffle will be held for a 52” 
Sharp LCD TV.  On Wed., June 18 at 8:30 
p.m., Billy Boy’s Rock and Roll Review will 
provide some great entertainment.

Providing Better Playgrounds &
Improving Playground Safety

Middle school students are more likely 
to be physically active if they are given an 
attractive place to play and are supervised.  
Physical improvements to school grounds, 
such as basketball hoops and tennis courts, 
along with adult supervision, were associated 
with 4 times as many boys and 5 times as 
many girls being physically active during free 
time.  James F. Sollis, Ph.D. of San Diego 
State University says, “The results raise the 
possibility that making realistic improve-
ments to school environments could increase 
the physical activity of students throughout 
the school day.”

In conjunction with physical improve-
ments, safety concerns should rank high 
on the list.  It is estimated that more than 
500 children are seen in U.S. emergency 
rooms each year.  Head injuries are usually 
the most serious problem.  Broken bones, 
sprains, and dental injuries are common in 
about 25-30% of playground accidents on 
home playground equipment.  About 75% 
of playground injuries are due to falls.  The 
second most common cause of injury is be-
ing hit by equipment or being cut by sharp 
hardware screws.  The best way to prevent 
serious head injuries and broken bones is 
to have a soft surface under the playground 
equipment.  Even a 1-foot fall onto asphalt 
can cause serious injury.  A 4-foot fall onto 
packed earth or grass can also cause serious 
injury or death.  Recommended surfaces in-
clude sand 10” deep or wood chips 12” deep 
and rubber outdoor mats.  Swings should be 
made of soft materials such as rubber plastic 
or canvas.  Screws should be covered and 
wood should be free of splinters.
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Get With It!! By Elaine Scott

Has anyone else noticed the lackluster, 
almost past tense way in which people in 
maturity are depicted in TV commercials?  
If those commercials are to be believed, all 
of us who are no longer young do little more 
than buzz around in motorized scooters; 
spend time obsessing over burial costs; fall 
down and can’t get up; or stand in doorways 
waving “good bye” as other people, young 
ones, of course, go on vacations.  It seems 
we’re never portrayed as buying things like 
new cars, fashionable clothes, electronics, 
or anything which “is in,” only products like 
Depends, Viagra, Correctol, fiber supple-
ments, and Golden Oldie CDs to keep us 
happier on our “way out.”  What the young 
brains behind those commercials don’t seem 
to understand is that we, older people, aren’t 
planning to go anywhere none too soon.  In 
other words, “We are,” not “we were,” and 
we’re surely not sitting on front porches 
whittlin’ the days away.

They should just take a look around 
and they will see us.  We are office workers, 
school teachers, nurses, computer program-
mers, retirees, business owners, law officers, 
bankers, attorneys, bus drivers, landlords, 
realtors, beauticians, doctors, lawyers, In-
dian chiefs, authors, landscapers, firemen, 
cooks, members of the clergy, waitresses, dog 
walkers, engineers, stock brokers, architects, 
greeters at Walmart, butchers, bakers, and 
candlestick makers.  We can be seen stand-
ing in the Unemployment line, shopping on 
Wednesdays for the 5% discount, playing 
golf on the grounds of country clubs, or, like 
Bobby Rydell and Kenny Rogers, trying to 
make a living selling those Golden Oldie 
CDs.  Some of us are enjoying retirement, 
planning for it, or realizing we’ll never af-
ford it.  In this youth-phobic, age-obsessed 
culture, wherein we’re often secretly deemed 
too old to be hired for some jobs, one of us is 
President of the United States, while more of 
us are currently trying for that position.  We 
are everywhere, and our numbers are growing 
faster than kudzu grows in the South.

One second after midnight on January 
1st, as the old year of 1945 changed into the 
new year of 1946, Kathleen Casey, the very 
first baby of the Baby Boomer Generation, 

was born.  Her birth marked the beginning 
of the most massive, unprecedented, and 
unplanned birthrate in U.S. history, one 
which was to have a deep impact on the 
social structure of America.  On January 
1st of this year, Kathleen Casey Kirschling, 
made history a second time by being the 
first Baby Boomer to receive early Social 
Security benefits, thereby, paving the way for 
the rest of us Boomers to eventually follow. 
To help comprehend how “legion” we are,  
it’s estimated that soon tens of thousands of 
Baby Boomers will be applying for Social 
Security benefits each and every week.  
Combined with all the seniors already in 
retirement, and with the first group of the 
X-Generation now in their early 40s, the 
“face” of America is rapidly becoming an 
older one, with older hands holding much 
of the purchasing power.

It’s time, then, for advertising execs to 
stop portraying all of us who can remember 
Granny glasses, Leisure suits, Pat Boone’s 
white bucks, and Jimmy Dean singing songs 
instead of selling sausage, as though we’ll 
soon be taking the final ride into the sunset.  
As a beginning, they could start putting us 
behind the wheels of luxury cars as we head 
into the sunlight, even if it’s with a month’s 
supply of Geritol and Poligrip in the back 
seat.   They can also stop showing us sitting 
naked in matching bathtubs in what looks 
like cow pastures on those commercials for 
a certain type of male dysfunction.  If they 
want to put us “out to pasture,” at least let 
it be in a classy 5-star hotel.  While they’re 
at it, they can advise the makers of a certain 
brand of moisturizing cream to remove the 
filtered lenses from the camera to hide facial 
wrinkles when using someone older, like 
Diane Keaton, to promote business.  Our 
eyesight may have dimmed, but we’re not 
blind.  Last but surely not least, get that elderly 
lady off the floor.  Since whatever their selling 
hasn’t prevented the poor woman from fall-
ing all of these years,  they should consider 
buying her one of those motorized scooters 
their competitors are always advertising.  
Just, “get with it”!!

(Elaine “Holton” Scott can be contacted 
at siteseein526@bellsouth.net
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732-721-0137

• Money Orders
• All Utility Bills

“Serving The Community Over 100 Years”

For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

• Film Developing
• Greeting Cards

• Money Grams
• Fax

• Medical/Surgical Supplies

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway

South Amboy, NJ 08879

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI (732)

566-0281

Obituaries
Arrants, Elizabeth, 86, of South Amboy 

died on Apr. 25.
Batari, Ronald A., 67, of Parlin died 

on May 13.
Britt, James T., 71, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Apr. 22.
Carr, John A., 68, of Sayreville died 

on May 5.
Coacci, Helen E., 78, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on Apr. 19.
Greely, Eunice I., 81, of Parlin died 

on May 3.
Gwizdak, Mildred, 85, of Sayreville 

died on May 3.
Jones, Michael W., 52, of South Amboy 

died on May 7.
Kuchta, Marie D., 85, of Sayreville 

died on May 14.
Madura, Helen, 89, of South Amboy 

died on Apr. 24.
Oresko, Ernest A., 79, of Parlin died 

on Apr. 27.
Paris, Doris N., 80, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on May 12.
Pavlonnis, Theodore, 78, of South 

Amboy died on May 3.
Prusarczyk, Barbara, 62, formerly of 

Sayreville died on May 7.
Rojewski, Patricia A., 61, of Parlin died 

on Apr. 23.
Schaffer, Kathleen “Kathy,” 67, of 

Parlin died on May 6.
Scott, Keith B. “Hub,” 39, of Sayreville 

died on Apr. 17.
Sedlak, Cathleen A. Furslew, 78, of 

Sayreville died on May 9.
Sieber, Glenn C., 83, of South Amboy 

died on May 11.
Smith, John W., 81, of Sayreville died 

on May 7.
Springer, Constance, 92, formerly of 

Sayreville died on May 3.
Stilo, Augusta E. “Gussie,” Mehrlander, 

87, of South Amboy died on Apr. 26.
Sweeney, Joan Boehm, 77, of Sayreville 

died on May 11.
Waresk, Christopher, 39, of South Am-

boy died on Apr. 23.
Zsak, Anna Nobock, 93, of South Am-

boy died on Apr. 26.
Zsamba, Mildred, 92, of South Amboy 

died on Apr. 16.

Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Bluefish, some big ones, have taken over 

the entire bay.  They are as far up as Perth 
Amboy and Carteret.  Beach fisherman in 
the entire bay area are having a ball catch-
ing these 6 to 8 pound fish and some even 
bigger.  Cut bunker works best but lures 
are working too.  A few Striped Bass are 
mixed in if you can get through the Blues.  
Fluke season opens May 24th.  There have 
been quite a few taken and released, well 
over the 18inch limit.  It looks like another 
good Fluke season.  New York has a shorter 
season and a 20-½ inch size limit. Flounders 
are just about gone.  Party boats are fishing 
for Ling and Sea Bass. The catches have 
been decent.  My wife and I fished on the 
Captain John Boats out of Plymouth Mass.  
We made only one trip on Friday May 9th 
as the next day was blown out by gale force 
winds.  Fishing at Stellwagon Bank was hit 
and miss.  We brought home 8 keeper Cod 
and a Haddock.  We had a lot of shorts among 
our catch.  Some Mackerel were caught too.  
Jigs worked the best. There was plenty of 
bait in the water.  
Fresh Water

Trout fishing is doing well statewide, 
so go fishing in any state river stocked 
with Trout.  Some Shad are moving up the 
Delaware River, but not in the numbers of 
last year.  Pike are showing up in the Passaic 
River near Fairfield and hybrid Bass are being 
caught at the Spruce Run Reservoir. 



South Amboy-Sayreville Times May �4, �008   ��

Nostalgia-Part 2
By Frank Hunt

Perth Amboy had 3 run-of-the-mill 
movie theaters (Strand; Ditmas; Roky), but 
the Majestic!  Wow!  It cost more, but plush 
seats-balconies (They called them loges) 
where smoking was allowed.  The first taste 
of luxury in a young life!  It also had live 
entertainment.  One favorite was the “Battle 
of the Baritones,” featuring South Amboy’s 
own troubadour, Frank “Inky” Norek, sing-
ing his special song, “Because.”  

There was no TV, but who needed it 
with the movies and so much to do and see 
on the streets.  One of the greatest sights 
of all was when the huge German Airship 
Hindenburg flew over South Amboy.  (You 
could hear the big diesels throbbing).  MAG-
NIF-ICENT!  Even with the “Nazi signs” 
on the tail.  (Were they scouting out ways 
to invade N.J?)

Then, after the terrible crash and burn 
at Lakehurst, seeing the trucks loaded with 
what was left of the beautiful Hindenburg, 
going through South Amboy to the scrap yard 
in Perth Amboy.  What a tragedy!  

Reliable public transportation existed 
in those days.  Marathon bus line ran from 
South Amboy to Perth Amboy (5 cents) and 
to Keansburg (15 cents).  (Marathon, what 
a wonderful name for a bus line!)  The ser-
vice was frequent, reliable and inexpensive.  
Marathon’s terminal and garage was located 
right in South Amboy on Stevens Ave. (The 
Senior Citizens Center is there now).

Medical care was provided by doctors: 
Meacham, Eulner, Weber, Hoffman, Hessel-
tine and the South Amboy Memorial Hospi-
tal.  All payments accepted thankfully.

The pastor of St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, the Right Reverend Msgr. Edward 

C. Griffin, could be seen in the afternoon 
strolling around his parish with his walking 
stick, presenting a very distinguished, but 
friendly figure indeed.

I guess it’s easy to say, “Those were the 
good old days.”  Looking back now, it was a 
tough life, but everyone tends to remember 
the good times more than the bad times.  And 
it seems like it was only yesterday in “Old 
South Amboy”!

FORSAN ET HAEC OLIM MEMI-
NISSE JUVABIT (Perhaps this too will be 
a pleasure to look back on one day).

Mystery Question
What do the following have in com-

mon?  Hope Homes, Pine Avenue Walkers, 
President Park, Munn’s Village, Luke Street, 
Laurence Harbor, Stevens Avenue Walk-
ers, Madison Park?  Send your answers to: 
satimes@aol.com

Biesiada On Deans 
List

Brittany Biesiada a 2007 graduate of 
Cardinal McCarrick High School has been 
named to the Dean’s List at Seton Hall Uni-
versity where she is majoring in English, and 
has been recognized as an AP Scholar by the 
College Board.  She has also accepted mem-
bership in The National Society of Collegiate 
Scholars (NSCS).   NSCS is a member of 
the Association of College Honor Societies.  
Membership is by invitation only, based on 
grade point average and class standing.
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Rappleyea Fought For 
Deceased Veterans

continued from page 13

Rappleyea was notified that the county opted 
to buy 30,000 plastic flags instead of the 
standard cloth flags to decorate veterans’ 
graves for Memorial Day.

Many veterans were upset over this deci-
sion, and Rappleyea spearheaded a protest 
saying, that “Plastic flags did not properly 
honor deceased servicemen and women.”  
However, county officials went ahead with 
the plan, citing a lack of cloth flags due to 
Operation Desert Storm, and veterans groups 
reluctantly accepted the decision.

Rappleyea stated that, “We didn’t want 
plastic flags because we felt they didn’t 
properly honor our deceased colleagues.  
However, we agreed when they said they 
couldn’t obtain cloth flags, provided the 
county would properly dispose of them, and 
they agreed to do that.”

During the summer of ‘91, veterans 
groups collected the plastic flags and 
brought them to the county complex for 
disposal.  In November, Rappleyea received 
an anonymous tip that that the flags were 
being shredded at the county complex in 
North Brunswick.  He immediately went to 
the scene and collected a bag of shredded 
flags as evidence.

The improper treatment of the flags 
angered veterans throughout the county, 
and Rappleyea led the fight to insure that 
the flags were properly destroyed.  County 
officials were concerned about polluting the 
air, if the plastic flags were to be burned, 
but finally agreed to allow a ceremonial 
burning after determining that it would not 
pollute the air.

Even more important, was the fact 
that Rappleyea’s stand led the Middlesex 
County Board of Chosen Freeholders to 
return to their old practice of  purchasing 
cloth flags to honor deceased veterans in 
1992, and officials said they would continue 
to do this.  Rappleyea’s efforts were also 
recognized by the American Legion, when 
then Middlesex County Commander Betty 
Baranowski formed a special flag committee 
and appointed him to chair it.

Rappleyea was selected along with 3 
other veterans, by the Marine Corps League 
Avenel Detachment to place a wreath at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington 
National Cemetery, to honor those who 
died while serving their country. The event 
took place at the Marine Corps League an-
nual service in Washington, D.C.  Ed said 
at the time that “I was proud and honored, 
especially since this came from the Marine 
Corps League.  I felt this was an opportunity 
I would never have gotten in my lifetime.”  
The League chose Rappleyea because of 
his efforts to insure that plastic flags used 
to decorate veterans’ graves on Memorial 
Day 1991 were properly destroyed “in a 
dignified manner.”

Detachment Commander Joe Murry 
praised Rappleyea, saying, “Commander 
Rappleyea took a stand; he went to bat for 
the guys who served and didn’t come back.  
We’re very grateful for what he did, taking 
on the Freeholders and winning.  Not too 
many people do that.  We thought this would 
be a good reward for him.” 

Now, 17 years later, Rappleyea, reflected 
on his fight for veterans: “I’m glad I did my 
good deeds for all veterans including those 
who didn’t return.  I feel I gave a good 
representation to them.  I’m very proud to 
have had the honor, and do all that I did for 
all the veterans in the country, and those that 
served in the Korean War.” 

THANK YOU

VETS
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Rachel Colchin, granddaughter of Leon and 
Kitty Letts of South Amboy, won 1st place in 
the Health Sciences of the Regional Science 
Olympiad in Colorado Springs, CO.  Her 
team placed 3rd (out of 60 teams) overall, 
and they will go on to the State competition.  
Rachel also won the Pikes Peak Regional 
Science Olympiad in Health Sciences and 
moved up to the Colorado State competition 
where she also captured 1st place.  She 
is graduating from Air Force Academy HS 
and has been accepted by the University of 
Colorado, where she will be attending this 
fall.  Congratulations!

This year the “March For Babies” marked the Tenth Anniversary of participation for South Amboy Middle/High School at the annual March 
of Dimes event.  The school has led Middlesex County for the last nine years and has raised more money for a single school than any 
other school in New Jersey.  This years team consisted of 235 participants of which 175 were students, 60 Staff, Parents and Alumni.  
Total money raised is approximately $22,500 and growing!! Team Shirts were sponsored by S.A.N.D.and The South Amboy Business 
Association.  Community contributors were, Colleen’s Kitchen, S.A. Deli and Broadway Bagels.  Transportation was by Purple & Gold 
and Mrs. Paula Taggart from Bath & Body, Woodbridge.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

New Minister
Nancy Malkiewicz is a newly ordained 

minister through the Universal Life Church 
and an ordained Cleric through the Rose 
Ministries.   A life long resident of Sayre-
ville, Nancy can perform civil wedding 
ceremonies, renewal of wedding vows and 
civil unions.   The nuptials can be held at a 
location of the bride and groom’s choice or 
the Reverend can arrange for the ceremony 
to take place in a private home.   

When two individuals declare their love 
and commitment to one another it is a time 
that should be memorable but not stressful or 
complicated.   A wedding ceremony becomes 
memorable when it reflects the personalities 
of the couple.  Nancy will be available to 
make the wedding ceremony as memorable 
as the wedding reception.

There are two requirements.  The parties 
must be 18 years old.  You must have a valid 
Marriage License.  Then take the time to call 
Rev. Malkiewicz at 908 433-1556. 

South Amboy Rock In Montana 
By Jerry Smith

“A rock? You’re asking me to send a 
rock from New Jersey so that you can use it 
in a veterans’ memorial in Montana?” Such 
was my skeptical reply to Ron Lake’s email 
request after the stonemason from Dillon, 
Montana found me via the Internet. 

Ron is building what will eventu-
ally become the Southwest Montana 
Veterans Memorial to honor US military 
veterans. He explained that his goal is to 
collect a rock from each of the 50 states for 
use in the monument. Even though he had 
rocks from more than half of the states, he 
still needed one from New Jersey.

Convinced of his legitimacy, I dug up a 
rock on the beach not far from Raritan Bay 
Waterfront Park. It seemed like a fine solid 
rock, but Ron had said it should be about 

the size of a grapefruit, and this one was 
slightly smaller. Consequently, I kept this 
rock in the trunk of my car and later on our 
kitchen floor as I searched for something 
more to his specifications. 

Ron Lake, who is part Chippewa Indian, 
says that according to Native American tra-
dition there is spirit in rock. Perhaps it was 
that spirit or maybe it was my wife getting 
tired of stepping over it, but something told 
me that this particular rock was destined to 
represent New Jersey in the monument.

The South Amboy rock has made its 
2,300-mile trek to Dillon, Montana where 
it now is a part of Ron Lake’s labor of love. 
It sits between rocks from Delaware and 
Tennessee in tribute to military veterans 

across the USA. 
For more, visit the project’s website at 

www.beaverhead.com/veterans or contact 
Ron Lake directly at (406) 683-1269. Dona-
tions are tax deductible

WE SALUTE YOU
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Members of the South Amboy Fire Dept. took part in a motor vehicle extraction class at the 
Middlesex County Fire Academy.  Firefighters (l-r) Frank Greco, Chris Norek, Rob Applegate 
and Mike Kelly practice with the “Jaws of Life.”

Members of the SAFD recently took part in CPR training.  Firefighter Gene Cox (l) and Fire 
Explorer Brittany Martinez apply Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) pads to “victim’s” 
chest to shock the “victim’s” heart. 

Franklin D. English 
Scholarship

A $1,000 scholarship will be awarded by 
lottery to a South Amboy resident graduating 
in June.  Interested high school seniors can 
register for the drawing by mailing a copy of 
their acceptance from an institute of higher 
learning, college, or technical institute to 
the address below.  Please submit your ac-
ceptance letter by May 31.  The drawing 
will be held on June 3rd at 3:30 p.m. at the 
Dowdell Library.  All applicants are welcome 
to witness the drawing.  Address: Franklin 
D. English Scholarship, PO Box 207, South 
Amboy, NJ 08879. 

Trip To Atlantic City
The Polish National Alliance Lodge 

1728 is sponsoring a Bus Trip to Trump 
Marina on Sunday, June 8.  The bus leaves 
promptly at 10 a.m. from Sayreville Boro 
Hall, 167 Main St., Sayreville.  Stipend is 
$20.  Refreshments will be served.  Call Eddie 
at 732-254-7991.  Please save these dates for 
trips for the remainder of ‘08: Jul. 13; Aug. 
10; Sept. 14; Oct. 12; Nov. 9; Dec. 14.

Training Sessions

The Bocci club of South Amboy recently met at Frango BBQ to make plans for the upcoming 
season.  Members of the club are pictured above.

JUNE OLV 
SENIORS MEETING

The OLV Seniors will hold their June 
meeting on Friday, June 13, 2008 at 1PM in 
Monsignor Dalton Hall. We will be having 
a luau which will include teriyaki chicken, 
ribs, vegetable fried rice, Hawaiian salad, 
fresh fruit kabobs, Hawaiian pineapple 
cake, punch, coffee and tea. Member price 
is $10.00 and non-members are $15.00. Send 
checks made out to OLV Seniors to Ann 
Floersch at 12 Nimitz Place, Sayreville, NJ 
08872 by June10, 2008. Please remember 
a canned good for St. Vincent de Paul pan-
try. Any questions, please call Teri at (732) 
727-7639. 

OLV SENIOR TRIP
The OLV Seniors are planning a trip to 

Surflight Theatre on Sunday, August 17, 2008 
to the Surlight Theatre. The price of $70.00 
includes a show, Will Rogers Follies starring 
John Davidson and a brunch at the Bayberry 
Inn. The bus departs from OLV lower park-
ing lot at 9:45AM and returns at 6PM. Light 
refreshments will also be served on the bus.  
For further information or to reserve a seat, 
please call Jack at (732) 254-7263.
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The New Rascals invaded Centro Night Club in South Amboy on May 10th.  Pictured 
relaxing before the show are (l-r) Charlie Souza, Bill Pascali, Dino Danelli, and Gene 
Cornish.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Original Members-of The Young Rascals/Rascals recorded a new DVD in HD with their 
current group, The New Rascals.  Live in action are (l-r) Gene Cornish, Dino Danelli, and 
Eddie Brigati.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Popular radio personality, “Big Joe” Henry 
took time for a photo at Centro, prior to taking 
the stage as the MC for The New Rascals 
performance.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

The New Rascals: A Big Hit!
By Tom Burkard

Gene Cornish came to South Amboy’s 
Centro Night Club on May 10th to lead his 
group, The New Rascals as they recorded 
their new DVD in HD.  Real 60’s Rock ‘N’ 
Roll fans will remember Cornish as the lead 
guitarist for The Young Rascals, and then 
the group dropped the “Young” and became 
The Rascals.  So now, some 40 years later, 
Gene is still rockin’ steady with The New 
Rascals, and his long-time, best friend and 
drummer extraordinaire, Dino Danelli, as 
they continue to make outstanding music.  
Bill Pascali handles most of the lead vocals 
and plays the keyboard, while Charlie Souza 
is the talented bass player.   A pleasant sur-
prise and touching moment during the show 
took place, when Eddie Brigati, who was the 
singer/tambourine player for The Rascals 
many years ago, came out of the audience 
onto the stage and was reunited with Gene 
and Dino, and sang with the band for a good 
part of the performance.

The concert/DVD recording show lasted 
about 90 minutes, and was high-energy and a 
lot of fun for the many fans who packed the 
club, and just may possibly be seen on the 
DVD, which will be distributed worldwide 
this summer.

The New Rascals were fabulous as they 
ran through all of The Rascals mega hits 
from the 1960’s, including “Good Lovin,” 
“Groovin,” “A Beautiful Morning,” “People 
Got To Be Free,” “A Girl Like You,” “How 
Can I Be Sure,” “You Better Run,” “I’ve 
Been Lonely Too Long,” and many more.  
“Big Joe Henry,” popular radio personality 
from 101.5 radio was the MC for the show, 
and as always did a really terrific job.  Solo 
guitarist/vocalist, Pat Guadagno turned in a 
stellar performance as the opening act.

I caught up with Gene after the show and 
was honored to meet and interview him.

Gene, who is originally from Canada, 
grew up in Rochester, NY, and moved to 
New York City in 1964, “Because I wanted 
to try to become a rock star,” he said.  Cor-
nish told me that The New Rascals have 
been together for 18 years, and he has been 
playing in groups with Dino Danelli for 43 
years.  Surprisingly he said his favorite song 
of all time was not a Rascals tune, but “Sleep 

Walk” by Santo & Johnny, “Because it’s my 
mother’s favorite song.”

Cornish said that, “This is the first time 
in 43 years that we’ve documented our 
Rascal experience.  I told Dino today that 
now that I’m 25 years older and 20 pounds 
heavier, they’re going to shoot me in High 
Definition”, he joked.  “I was pleased with 
the crowd.  I don’t know what the camera 
got.  I just hope it got some of the feeling 
that we had,” he stated.

The highlights of his illustrious musical 
career included “Having my mother present 
at the Rock ‘N’ Roll Hall of Fame with me;  
Also doing the Ed Sullivan Show and hav-
ing my parents there;  Buying my parents a 
house;  The beginning of the whole musical 
experience, even though I was playing for 
10 years before, that was my first rehearsal 
with The Young Rascals.  We learned 24 
songs that day, and I still have a smile on 
my face!”

Gene’s memories continued, as he re-
called the 60’s; “I remember touring Europe 
and playing at the Olympia Theater in Paris; 
breaking the attendance record in ‘68 at the 
Hollywood Bowl;  Playing with Jimi Hendrix 
and Janis Joplin and all those guys at Shea 
Stadium;  Headlining at the Apollo Theater, 
playing Carnegie Hall, and Madison Square 
Garden.  They weren’t any more fun than 
playing at the Choo-Choo Club when we 
first started.  Playing with The Rascals, and 
playing those Rascals songs, and just play-
ing with Dino Danelli, there’s just no better 
high in the world!  Sid Bernstein signed us, 
and became our manager 3 weeks before 
we got our first show at Shea Stadium, and 
we were in the visitors’ dugout when The 
Beatles walked out, and that’s about as close 
as we got.  We did meet Paul McCartney, 
who came to see us several times in London, 
and George Harrison brought us to his house 
and played a little demo called, “Get Back,” 
and “Let It Be.”  We also played with James 
Brown.  We never played with The Beach 
Boys, but I had a short friendship with Den-
nis Wilson before he died.  We met him in 
Hawaii, and he was a superb guy.  Ironically, 
he drowned and he was the only one (In the 
Beach Boys) who went surfing.”

I asked Gene who his favorite bands 
were back in the day, and he replied, “Bands 
I wasn’t even into back then, I now appre-
ciate even more.  My good friend, Tommy 
James, who is a dear, dear friend, and The 
Shondells, who we worked with a lot.  The 
Turtles were always our friends, The Grass 
Roots.  I never got to meet The Mamas & The 
Papas until about 8 years ago.  The Lovin’ 
Spoonful was our brother band.  We had this 
friendly competition.  They would do an Ed 
Sullivan Show, and we’d call our manager 
and say we got to do one too, and back and 
forth.  I still see Joe Butler now and then.  
They were a great band.  Billy Joel, who in 
the old days would be the opening act in 
a place called The Hassels, and whenever 
we played, there, we would use Billy’s B-3 
organ.  And of course, Leslie West from The 
Vagrants.  I gave him his first good guitar, 
and he fell on top of it and broke it.  We’re 
all still good friends,” said Cornish.

#1 Pop Hits-May 24
2001-All For You-Janet Jackson
1997-MMMBop-Hanson
1983-Let’s Dance-David Bowie
1979-Reunited-Peaches & Herb
1960-Cathy’s Clown-The Everly Bros.
1957-Butterly-Charlie Gracie

#1 Country Hits-
May 24
1995-Gonna Get A Life-Mark Chesnutt
1982-Just To Satisfy You-Waylon & Wil-
lie
1970-My Love-Sonny James
1961-Hello Walls-Faron Young
1952-The Wild Side Of Life-Hank Thomp-
son

One Hit Wonders
45 Years Ago

1963-Do you remember any of these 
fabulous hits?  Tell Him-The Exciters; Loop 
De Loop-Johnny Thunder; From A Jack To 
A King-Ned Miller; Fly Me To The Moon-
Bossa Nova-Joe Harnell; Rhythm Of The 
Rain-The Cascades; Wild Weekend-The 
Rockin’ Rebels; Our Winter Love-Bill 
Pursell; Mr. Bass Man-Johnny Cymbal; 
Pipeline-The Chantays; Killer Joe-Rocky 
Fellers; Hot Pastrami-The Dartells; Still-Bill 
Anderson; Sukiyaki-Kyu Sakamoto; On Top 
Of Spaghetti-Tom Glazer & The Do-Re-Mi 
Children’s Chorus; Tie Me Kangaroo Down, 
Sport-Rolf Harris; Just One Look-Doris 
Troy; Till Then-The Classics; Wipe Out-The 
Surfaris; Denise-Randy & The Rainbows; 
Mockingbird-Inez Foxx; Sally, Go ‘Round 
The Roses-The Jaynettes; The Kind Of Boy 
You Can’t Forget-The Raindrops; Martian 
Hop-The Ran-Dells; Part Time Love-Little 
Johnny Taylor; Talk To Me-Sunny & The 
Sunglows; Popsicles And Icicles-The Mur-
maids; Maria Elena-Los Indios Tabajaras; 
Washington Square-The Village Stompers; 
Dominique-The Singing Nun; Wonderful 
Summer-Robin Ward; You Don’t Have To 
Be A Baby To Cry-The Caravelles; The Boy 
Next Door-The Secrets. 

Summer Program
The Summer Enrichment Program of-

fered at Samsel Upper Elementary School 
is going to be better than ever!  Participants 
will enjoy fantastic field trips, remarkable 
guest speakers, and wonderfully engaging 
daily activities, which include cooking, 
arts & crafts, and digital photography, 
among others.  Six exciting theme weeks 
are planned beginning June 30th, and all 
incoming 1st through 6th grade Sayreville 
residents are eligible for enrollment.  For 
more info, contact Nina Obryk at 732-316-
4050 or nina.obryk@sayreville12.net.  The 
SUES Summer Enrichment Program-where 
learning and fun become one!

Music Trivia-Sun & Rain-Part 2
By Tom Burkard

1.__Sunny Afternoon a.Donovan
2.__Rainydays & Mondays b.The Lovin’ Spoonful
3.__Sunshine, Lollipops & Rainbows c.Don Henley
4.__Rain, Rain Go Away d.The Carpenters
5.__Sunshine Superman e.John Mellencamp
6.__Raindrops Keep Fallin’ On My Head f.The Kinks
7.__Sunset Grill g.Bob Dylan
8.__Rain On Me h.Glen Campbell
9.__Sunflower i.Lesley Gore
10._Rainy Day Women #12 & #35 j.Bobby Vinton
11._Rain On The Scarecrow k.B.J. Thomas
12._Rain On The Roof  l.Ashanti

Answers
1f 2d 3i 4j 5a 6k 7c 8l 9h 10g 11e 12b.

Mick Jones one of the founding members of 
Foreigner rocked the Count Basie Theatre 
last week when the band played to a huge 
crowd. (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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60th Anniversary

May, 1948-The original Melrose Fife Drum and Bugle Corps made its debut on May 30, 
1948.  Pictured 1st row seated (l-r) Elaine Defort, mascot.  2nd row standing- Frances 
Danku; Seated (l-r) Jane Defort, Bernice Harris, Dorothy Press, Patsy Kraszewski, Dorothy 
Wisniewski (Captain of the Twirlers), Mrs. Rose Bowie (Line Sergeant), Ruth Ballo (Drum 
Majorette), Miss Joan Cross (Line Sergeant), Rita Witkowski, Dolores Piechocinski, Sylvia 
Zyskowski, Mary Ann Lagoda, Dolores Malik.
3rd row (l-r) Doris Marshall (Color Guard Sergeant), Ann Marie Tauber, Julia Jaworowski, 
Joseph “Pete” Albany, Bert Bartz, Arthur Bloodgood, Daniel Malik, John Prusakowski, 
Joseph Check, Kenneth Palmer, Francis Malik, Louis Mastrocola, Grace Harris, George 
Evigan, Alvin Defort, Patricia Defort, Helen Nowicki, Georgette Cottrell, and Colbert J. 
Bowie, (Director).  4th row (l-r) Frank English, Robert Bulla, Joseph Mroczkowski, Elwood 
Hansell, Robert Witkowski, Daniel Lewis, Fred Bartz, James Ballo, Thomas Malik, Ronald 
Gorczyca, Roy Bartz, Bernard Malik, Gerald Hayden.
(Photo and information courtesy of Ann Marie Tauber)

1948-The Melrose Fife, Drum And Bugle 
Corps Debut

May 30, 1948-Drizzling rain Sunday 
afternoon failed to dampen the spirit of parad-
ers who toured the streets in Melrose before 
inaugural ceremonies were conducted for the 
Melrose Fife, Drum and Bugle Corps.

The new fife, drum and bugle corps made 
its first official appearance spectacularly with 
the members wearing orange and navy blue 
uniforms.  The corps successfully produced 
the results of nearly a year of intensive train-
ing under the direction of C.J. Bowie.  Little 
Elaine Defort, the mascot, participated in the 
entire parade like a veteran.

The entire citizenry of Melrose backed 
the corps, which was organized in July 1947, 
by a group of residents.  Its activities were 
directed by a board of governors.  The corps 
had 47 members.

Before the parade began, the corps was 
presented with its flag by Stephen J. Malik, 
president of the board of governors.  The 
flag was blessed by the Rev. Francis Gunner 
of St. Mary’s Church.  Dr. Richard Pollack 
supervising principal of the Sayreville public 
school system, served as guest speaker dur-
ing the inaugural ceremony which followed 
the parade.  He told the residents that they 
had provided an act for the boys and girls 
that is basically good for their growth into 
citizenry.  Mayor Philip McCutcheon of 
Sayreville declared the corps was a credit 
to the parents of Melrose.

The Rev. Melvin Stanczewski, curate of 
Sacred Heart Church, gave the invocation 
and pronounced the benediction.  Following 
the ceremony, the visitors and residents were 
entertained at the firehouse, where refresh-
ment were served.

The complete personnel of the corps: 
Color guard: gun bearers-Georgette Cot-
trell, Ann Marie Tauber; flag bearers-Julia 
Jaworowski, Helen Nowicki; sergeant-Doris 
Marshall.  Twirlers-Dorothy Press, Mary Ann 
Lagoda, Sylvia Zyskowski, Rita Witkowski, 
Jane Defort, Bernice Harris, Dolores Piecho-
cinski, Patsy Kraszewski, Dolores Malik, 
and Dorothy Wisniewski, captain.  Fife 
Section-Fritz Malik, Frances Malik, Frances 
Danku, Joseph Check, John Brush, Grace 
Harris, Louis Mastrocola, Arthur Bloodgood, 
Patricia Defort.  Drum Section-Alvin Defort, 
Bert Bartz, Kenneth Palmer, Joseph Al-
bany, Daniel Malik, George Evigan, Gerald 
Hayden, Fred Bartz, Elwood Hansell, Frank 
English.  Bugle Section-Roy Bartz, Robert 
Witkowski, James Ballo, Bernard Malik, 
Ronald Gorczyca, Thomas Malik, Joseph 
Mroczkowski, Robert Bulla, Daniel Lewis.  
Director-C.J. Bowie; First Sergeants-Rose 
Bowie, Miss Joan Cross; Majorette-Ruth 
Ballo; Mascot-Elaine Defort.

NOTE: The Melrose Fife, Drum 
and Bugle Corps entertained countless 
thousands of people at parades and other 
social events throughout its existence from 
1948-1961.  Their final official appearance 
before disbanding was on Nov. 4, 1961, 
when they performed for the Democratic 
Club in Edison.

A big, very special thank you to Ann 
Marie Tauber for sharing this very informa-
tive historical information and photos with 
The SA Times! 

2008-Six members of the original Melrose Fife, Drum and Drum Corps recently got together 
for a mini 60th Anniversary Reunion, and shared some great memories.  Pictured (l-r) 
Doris Marshall Cuocci, Joan Yanas Ogorek, Ann Marie Tauber, Julia Jaworski Bosle, Helen 
Nowicki Wojewoda, Georgette Cottrell Polaster.  (Photo and names courtesy of Ann Marie 
Tauber)

Basie Counts On 
Bruce

By Brian Stratton
The Count Basie Theatre located in Red 

Bank, will present The Fab Faux on June 
28th and after that show the theatre will be 
closed until October for much needed renova-
tions.  Some of the funds that will be used to 
renovate this historic venue were raised on 
May 7th     when Bruce Springsteen and the 
E. Street Band played to a sold out audience 
who should also be thanked for their contri-
butions to the renovations as tickets prices 
ranged from $1000.00 to $15,000.00.  Yes 
up to $15,000.00 for a concert seat!

So what did these concert goers get for 
their money?  They got one incredible show 
that was perhaps one of the most unprec-
edented performances by Bruce and the E. 
Street Band.  Unprecedented you may ask? 
To start the show Bruce came on stage and 
told the crowd that they were going to do 
things a little different.  He then explained 
that in 1977 he wrote about 70 songs while 
living on a farm in Holmdel, 10 of those 
songs made the “Darkness on the Edge of 
Town” album.  The band then proceeded to 
play the entire “Darkness” album from start 
to finish.  As a side note, in 1977  while in 
college I worked part time at Bell Labs in 
Holmdel and drove past that farm everyday 
on my way to work.  To think “Prove It All 
Night” or “Racing In The Street” could have 
been written while I drove by!  Perhaps it 
was my driving by that inspired “Racing In 
The Street”?  I doubt it!

Next unprecedented item, Bruce and the 
band took a break, 13 minutes exactly and 
they were back on stage.  Next treat for the 
audience?  They performed the “Born To 
Run” album from start to finish!  Then they 
followed up with a four song encore that 
included one of my favorites “Rosalita”.  

Now I am really not a Bruce aficionado 
but when I spoke with several extremely big 
Bruce fans from our area they told me that 
I witnessed what may have been one of the 
best Bruce Springsteen shows ever and I 
would have to agree.  When push comes to 
shove you can Count on Bruce!
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